
STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 
TOWN HALL – APRIL 5, 2018 – 7:00 P.M. 

 
PRESENT: Chairperson Lois Cutler, Planning Commissioners Robert Geisen, Rick Robbins, Alan 
  Robbins-Fenger, Tim Sinclair, Robyn Stoller and Carole Yoho, Clerk Kathy Schmoeckel, 
  Supervisor Sheila-Marie Untiedt, Town Board Liaison Lee Busse and Planner Sherri Buss. 
 
1. AGENDA – M/S/P Stoller/Sinclair moved to adopt the agenda as written.  (7 ayes) 
 
2. MINUTES – M/S/P Robbins-Fenger/Geisen moved to approve the March 1, 2018 Stillwater 
Township Planning Commission Meeting minutes as written.  (7 ayes) 
 
3. PERMITTED USES – There was further discussion on permitted uses in Stillwater Township based 
on additional information provided by Planner Sherri Buss as requested by the Planning Commission. 

 Home Occupations – The Township has issued only 4 COC’s for home occupations in the last 10 
years. Clearly many people have a home occupation without a permit.  Is it worth continuing to 
require a permit?  A permit would give us additional enforcement options if problems arise. 
M/S/P Sinclair/Geisen moved to keep the requirement for a Certificate of Compliance for a 
home occupation.  (7 ayes) 

 Livestock and Livestock Operations – We very rarely have a request for a CUP.  Sherri Buss 
reviewed standards and ordinances from other communities in Washington County.  If there are 
violations, we would typically only know if someone complains.   In Sherri Buss’ discussion with 
the Minnesota Agriculture Department, their land use specialist suggested a two tier system 
with the elimination of the  COC permit requirement at low densities on parcels greater than 5 
acres in size and require a CUP if that density is exceeded or if a feedlot is proposed.  However, a 
COC would allow us to better monitor that set back requirements are met for all agricultural 
buildings, including buildings that house livestock as required in the current zoning ordinance. 
M/S/P Geisen/Sinclair moved to update the ordinance to use the 2-tier system based on the 
livestock density standards for grazable acres, with a CUP required for higher densities and all 
feedlots and require a Certificate of Compliance for all agriculture buildings.  (7 ayes) 
  The Planner was asked to get more information on whether the Township can require a COC 
for agriculture buildings, since a building code is not required for agricultural buildings and they 
have a unique status for zoning purposes.  More discussion at the next meeting. 

 Day Care Facilities – State Statutes require that we permit licensed day care facilities serving 12 
or fewer adults and 14 or fewer children.   We can decide if we want to require a CUP or COC 
which would give us the ability to monitor the impacts on neighbors, such as traffic. 
M/S/P Geisen/Robbins-Fenger moved to not allow this use for more than 12 persons (14 
children).  (7 ayes) 
M/S/P Sinclair Geisen moved to follow the state statutes for up to 12 persons (14 children) and 
to include the state wording in our ordinance.  (7 ayes) 
M/S/P Robbins-Fenger/Sinclair moved to not require a CUP for day care facilities up to 12 adults 
and 14 children.  (7 ayes) 

 Seasonal Agricultural Use – The COC requirement can help us to regulate signage.  An 
alternative might be to simply have a seasonal agricultural business register with us rather than 
requiring a COC.  The consensus was to not require a COC.  This might work as an incentive for 
this use.  If people wish, they can register with the Township and we could put their information 
on our website and/or newsletter. 
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 Residential Townhomes Definition – This had previously only been allowed in the Transition 
Zone which is now all in the City of Stillwater.  It was also allowed with a CUP in the Agriculture 
District.  Given our lot sizes, this is not practical.  The consensus was to remove it as a permitted 
use from the existing ordinance and, if needed, we could add definition for the term in 
connection with our review of the Open Space Development ordinance.  There is no need for a 
definition at this time.  The Township will update the Zoning Ordinance to remove the 
residential townhomes as a use permitted in the Agriculture district with a CUP. 

 Accessory Solar Use – We allow solar energy systems as accessory structures, including roof, 
building and ground-mounted systems.  However, the Township does not have performance 
standards for these structures.  It would be good to have some standards regarding maximum 
height and size for ground mounted solar systems.  The Planning Commission opted to get more 
information on this subject, particularly with the rapidly changing technology.  A representative 
from a developer or installer will be asked to attend our next meeting and the Commission will 
look at the issue further. 

 
At the next meeting, we will continue our discussion on permitted uses and begin the discussion of OSD. 
 
4. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT – Lee Busse reported on recent Town Board activities. 
 
5. ADJOURNMENT – M/S/P Robbins/Sinclair moved to adjourn the meeting.  (7 ayes) 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by: Kathy Schmoeckel 
  Stillwater Township Clerk 


