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Local historian Bob Goodman will speak at the township
annual meeting on March 10

Once a year, the township’s residents
take the reins of government as they
discuss issues important to them and
make decisions on the level of taxation
for the coming year.

That meeting will be held at 7 p.m. on
Tuesday, March 10 in the town hall.

Special speaker for the evening will be
Bob Goodman, a local historian who
will take questions from citizens and
speak on the origins of local government
in Minnesota.

Goodman has spent the 10 years of
his retirement researching and writing
history books, particularly about local
history.

A resident of the area for more than

40 years, Goodman wrote the book

“A History of Washington County:
Gateway to Minnesota History,” a new
history of the area that used information
accumulated by the Washington
County Historical Society. It explores

pioneer history as well as contemporary
history of the area, and it explains the

area’s unique role as
the gateway to the

settling of Minnesota.
It contains histories of

33 Washington County

communities.

Goodman also
wrote the book

“Paddlewheels on the

Upper Mississippi,”
and, with his wife,
Nancy Goodman,
he wrote “Joseph R.

Brown, Adventurer: On
the Minnesota Frontier

1820-1849.”

During the business portion of the
meeting, residents will discuss the
proposed levy for the coming year (see
story on page 3) and discuss any other
issues anyone would like to raise.

According to protocol for township
meetings, elected township officials

do not conduct
them. At the
beginning of

the meeting, the
Township Clerk
welcomes the
residents and
instructs them to
choose a person
from the crowd
to moderate the
meeting. During
the evening,
residents will hear
reports from the

Bob Goodman  police chief and
various township
committees. Residents will have a
chance to raise new issues that may be
referred to the town board for action.

Refreshments will be served.

Save a tree and get your news electronically

Township officials are encouraging local residents to
sign up to have their newsletters delivered electroni-
cally to their email addresses.

This will save the township significant costs in
postage and printing and it also is environmentally
friendly to transmit electronically. The newsletter
is mailed out three times annually to about 800
homes. Emailing the newsletter could save about
$1,000 annually.

To sign up, go to the township’s website at
www.stillwatertownship.com and click the “email”
link under the heading “Email: Looking to be
Green.”

While you're there, browse the categories and catch
up on the news of the township. We're always look-
ing for feedback, so click the “Contact us” link and
let us know what you think.



Be prudent with door-

to-door salespeople
Township Police Chief Steve Nelson

is recommending that any residents
who are approached by door-to-door
salespeople ask to see a peddler’s
permit. All such salespeople must
have a permit issued by the township
that shows their picture and is signed

by the police chief and a

For more information, contact
Kathy Schmoeckel at (651) 439-
6451.

Dog licenses are
necessary

The current period for dog licensing
started on July 1, 2008, and the
licenses are good through June 30,

2010. All dogs that will be in the
township for

n the know

more than 30
days a year need
to be licensed.

town board supervisor.

Those without a permit

are probably violating the
township’s ordinance.

If possible, get a description and
license number of the vehicle and
report the information to the police
chief or the Washington County
Sheriff’s Department. There are
some exceptions to this ordinance,
however, so if you are not sure call

the police chief at (651) 439-0796.

Website carries public
safety alerts

Monthly updates and alerts will be
added to the Public Safety page of
the township’s website, in an attempt
to keep residents current on activity
in the township. Check often for
current activity, alerts and other
information. The township website
is www.stillwatertownship.com.

Township committee
needs members

The township’s Communication
Committee is looking for two more
members.

The committee guides the
preparation of the newsletter and
updates to the website. Committee
members are compensated for
attending meetings.

Contact Kathy Nelson at (651) 439-

0796 for more information.

If your dog is missing for more than
two hours, call Steve Nelson at (651)
439-0796. Dogs that are impounded
are taken to the Hillcrest Animal
Hospital in Maplewood. The phone
number is (651) 484-7211.

Township seeking
more vendors for
Farmers’ Market

In just a few months, the township
will launch a small Farmers’ Market
and is looking for more vendors.

Organizer Rick Jacobson has lined
up a handful of vendors but would
like to have at least 10 local growers.
The weekly Farmers” Market will be
held on Wednesdays from 4 p.m. to
sunset, from spring until fall.

Local growers who are interested in
participating should contact Rick
Jacobson by email at

jacobsonrl@msn.com or by calling
(651) 351-0299.

Summer season
burning permits will
go into effect soon

Summer burning regulations will go
into effect when there is less than

3 inches of snow on the ground.
Hours for burning will be 6 p.m. to

8 a.m, and a permit is required.

Permits allow residents to burn piles
of brush, leaves, grass or untreated
lumber, and can be obtained by
calling (651) 439-0796. A 24-hour
advance notice for the permit is
requested, and the fee is $15. Failure
to get a permit will result in a fine.

No fee is charged for burning piles
of buckthorn.

In April and May, the DNR typically
imposes its spring “green-up”
restriction on burning permits. The
restriction can last as long as eight
weeks. You can check details about
the DNR restrictions by visting the
website at www.dnr.state.mn.us/
forestry/fire/questions.html.

Recreation fires do not require a
permit and are allowed any time,
except for rare occasions when

the DNR imposes a total burning
ban. Fires must be kept smaller
than a 3-foot cube to be considered
a recreation fire. Please notify the
Township Police Department when
you plan to have a recreation fire so
you can be contacted in case of any
DNR alerts or last-minute burning
bans.

Reservations available

for Otto Berg park
The shelter in Otto Berg Park next

to the town hall can be reserved

for picnics and other gatherings.
The cost is $25 for four hours.
Reservations are for the shelter

only, and do not include the ball
diamond. The diamond can be
reserved during the week, and is
typically used then for organized
sports, but it is commonly used on a
“first come, first served” basis on the
weekends.

To reserve the shelter, email Rick
Jacobson at jacobsonrl@msn.com or

call (651) 351-0299.

Visit our website at www.stillwatertownship.com




The Financials

At the annual meeting on March 10, residents will be asked to
discuss and approve a tax levy for the coming year.

As the chart below shows, the proposed levy is $769,000,
compared with the previous year’s levy of $717,700. Town
Board Supervisor Jim Hiniker said the increase can be traced
largely to hikes in the amount that the township pays to clear
snow and fight fires.

“Each time it snows, it costs about $10,000 to clear it,”
Hiniker said. For the past two years, the township has
been short in its budgeted allotment for snow removal, so
supervisors decided to increase the budgeted amount from

$60,000 to $90,000.

In addition, the city of Stillwater has increased the amount it
charges Stillwater Township for providing fire protection to
township residents. The first-year increase in the three-year

contract is $16,000. Hiniker points out that there is a benefit
to residents by having a professional fire department cover
the township, because residents pay lower home insurance
premiums.

The levy increase would represent a roughly $59 annual
increase per home, if all homes in the township were valued
equally.

The figures on the chart below pertaining to the road and
bridge fund do not tally exactly, and township treasurer Carol
Collins explained that existing monies will be taken from the
road and bridge fund to pay for planned—but expensive—
projects in 2010. Hiniker said road projects can often range
from $30,000 one year to $300,000 the next. Rather than
levy for such a large amount in one year, the board is trying to
move toward a stable annual levy that would be an average of
those extremes.

Fund Budgeted | Other sources 2010 Fund Disbursements | Other sources 2009 levy
disbursements of revenue | proposed levy of revenue

General fund $375,400 $9,400 $366,000 General fund $365,100 $7,400 $357,700

Road/Bridge $575,200 $34,000 $403,000 Road/Bridge $431,553 $71,553 $360,000

Total $950,600 $43,400 $769,000 Total $796,653 $78,953 $717,700

spollicht on & histonical site

This 1898 picture shows students in
front of the Curtis School, one of the
earliest schools in the area, and one
that is considered a historical site in the
township.

Originally sited on land just off
Stonebridge Trail, the building was later
moved to Stillwater. Just the foundation
remains in the township today.

In the late 1800s, schools were
established by landowners who
contributed land and funding. Typically,
the school was named after the
benefactor.

This school was known as the Curtis
School, after its benefactor, Frederick
James Curtis, who donated land to
establish the school in 1868. All the
schools were one-room schoolhouses,
because fast transportation systems

did not exist to create large centralized
schools that would draw students from
great distances.

Washington County Historical Society

In 1898, the school had 25 students in
grades 1 through 7. From the 1900s
through 1930s, there were 10 to 15
students.

Curtis’ son, Thomas Curtis, was born
in 1892 and attended the school his
father established. Thomas Curtis was
one of the original entrepreneurs in
Stillwater, having moved there to make
a living during the Great Depression.
He ran a seed, feed and farm machinery

store in what is now the Freight House
Restaurant.

He later purchased the Old Wolf
Brewery building and used it for various
purposes, but he is perhaps most famous
for establishing one of Stillwater’s

first tourist attractions. the caves now
attached to Luna Rossa Restaurant.

In the picture above, Curtis is the third
from the left.
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Contact us

Township meetings are free and open
to the public. Check the bulletin board
at the town hall or the website for
current agenda and meeting
information.

Township Board of Supervisors
meets on the second and fourth
Thursdays of each month at 7 p.m.,
except for November and December,
when meetings are held on the second

Thursday.

Planning Commission meets as
necessary on the first Thursday of each
month at 7 p.m.

Parks Committee meets as
necessary on the second Monday of
the month at 7 p.m.

Burning permits
Steve Nelson

(651) 439-0796
Building inspections
Jack Kramer

(651) 351-5051

Park reservations

Rick Jacobson
(651) 351-0299

Animal Control
Steve Nelson

(651) 439-0796

Township Board of Supervisors
Linda Countryman (651) 351-0714
Matt Beane (612) 590-6949

Jim Hiniker (651) 351-1867

David Johnson (651) 439-5448
Sheila-Marie Untiedt (651) 439-6476

Township Clerk
Pat Bantli (651) 439-9051

Clerk for Parks and

Planning Commmission
Kathy Schmoeckel (651) 439-6451

Township Treasurer
Carol Collins (651) 340-7600

Police Chief
Steve Nelson (651) 439-0796

Website Publisher
Bob Ranalla (612) 819-8497

Newsletter Editor
Beverly Petrie  (651) 430-9294

|Find this information plus email addresses at www.stillwatertownship.com




