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Stillwater Township’s annual meeting scheduled
for Tuesday, March 11

Stillwater Township residents will get a
chance to guide their local government
at the township’s annual meeting on
Tuesday, March 11. It will be held at 7
p-m. in the Town Hall at the corner of
Hwy. 96 and Norell Avenue.

During the meeting, residents will be
asked to approve the proposed local
tax levy for the coming year, listen to
reports about the various operations
of the township, and hear a special
presentation about current efforts to

restore and protect the Stone Bridge, a
structure within the township that is on
the National Historic Register.

Local resident Barb Medinger, who
owns the property on which the bridge
is located, will speak about the bridge
and efforts to preserve it. With her will
be local historian Donald Empson, who
has expressed interest in helping with
the project.

Also during the meeting, residents
will hear reports from the Chief of

Preserving the historic Stone Bridge

Barb Medinger has been concerned about the Stone Bridge
in her backyard for some time. She has noticed its slow
deterioration due to age and some acts of vandalism. She’s
concerned, she says, because she understands its importance
in the area. “It’s a township and state treasure.”

That’s why she is pulling together
historical and bridge experts to
help her restore and preserve

the bridge, one of a handful of
National Historic Sites in Stillwater
Township. Medinger will speak '
about her efforts at the township’s
annual meeting, to be held Tuesday,
March 11. Also in attendance

will be Donald Empson, a local
historian who is willing to help
with the effort.

According to author Brent Peterson

in Stillwater, The Next Generation, the Stone Bridge was
built in 1863 as part of a military road that was platted to run
from Point Douglas in Cottage Grove to Lake Superior.

It is a very old bridge, and Medinger recently learned that it
is the oldest in the state. She was visited recently by Denis

Police, the Parks Committee, the
Building Inspector, and the Planning
Commission.

Audience members will vote on the tax
levy for the coming year (see budget
and tax levy information on page 3).

In keeping with the philosophy that
annual meetings are the province of the
citizens, the meeting will be run not

by township officials but by a resident
who is elected at the beginning of the
meeting. Refreshments will be served.

Gardner, a historical author whose book to be published
this spring examines all the bridges in the state. Gardner
confirmed to Medinger that the Stone Bridge is the oldest.

Others have also expressed interest in the bridge recently,

Medinger says. Two bridge
engineers came to inspect
it to see what would be
needed to restore and
preserve it. They have both
become excited about the
project and have offered
their services to design a
plan to restore the bridge.

Medinger hopes to bring
together enough individuals
to launch a private
fundraising effort to raise
enough to at least stabilize

Beverly Petrie

the bridge. She estimates it may cost several thousand dollars,
with an unknown additional amount needed to restore

and preserve it. Rivertown Restoration is a local nonprofit
organization that has agreed to accept tax-deductible
donations toward the project.



New reservations
manager for park

Richard Jacobson has taken
over the position of park
manager for Otto Berg Park.

Jacobson is in charge of taking
reservations for the park
pavilion and making sure it

is properly cleaned up after
being used.

Call Jacobson at 351-0299

to reserve the pavilion. It

tell him where the accident
occurred. He will determine
which road crew should be
contacted and make the call.

Parks Committee
members needed

The Parks Committee is in
need of two new members.
The seven-member board
meets once a month on
the second Monday, as
needed, and develops
recommendations for the

the know

township board
on issues related to
parks and trails.

can be reserved in four-hour
increments for $25.

The reservation is for the
pavilion only, and does not
include the baseball diamond
or soccer field.

Dogs and alcohol are not
allowed in township parks,
which close at 10 p.m.

What to do when
you hit an animal
in the road

Hitting a deer with a car is a
common occurrence in the
area, but if you do hit one, it’s
important to make sure that
road workers are aware of the
accident and can pick up the
animal’s remains.

Just who does the work
depends on whether the

road is a township, county

or state road. To simplify
things for township residents,
motorists who strike and
leave dead animals by the

side of the road are asked to
call Township Police Chief
Steve Nelson at 439-0796 and

If you are interested in being
on the committee, contact

Kathy Schmoeckel at 439-
6451.

Recycle old cell
phones

Do you have a small pile of
old cell phones in your home
and no clue what to do with
them?

Cell phones and cell-phone
batteries should never be
tossed in the trash, because
they contain hazardous
materials. Office Max, Radio
Shack and Best Buy all offer
free recycling programs for
cell phones and cell-phone
batteries.

Also, the local American
Legion Post 48A is collecting
used cell phones to raise
money to build a Forces
Center at the Minneapolis/St.
Paul Airport.

To contribute your unwanted
cell phone to this cause, bring
it to one of the following
Stillwater locations: the

American Legion Post at 103
S. 3rd St.; Fantastic Sam’s at
1754 Market Drive; or the
VFW at 5880 Omaha Ave. N.

Summer burning
permits

Summer burning regulations
will go into effect when there
is less than 3 inches of snow
on the ground. The hours for
burning will be 6 p.m. to 8
a.m.

Contact Steve Nelson at
439-0796 to get a burning
permit. There is a fee of $15
for the permit, and a 24-hour
advance notice is requested.

No fee is charged for burning
piles of buckthorn.

No fires are allowed during
the DNR's spring “green-up”
burning ban which usually
starts in early April and can go
as long as eight weeks.

Finally, recreation fires

don’t need a permit and

are allowed anytime that
there is not a burning ban

in effect. Recreational fires
must be kept smaller than a
3-foot cube. Please notify the
township Police Department
at 439-0796 if you plan on

having a recreation fire.
Dog licenses

Dog license information
sheets will be mailed out to
residents in May. Licensing
starts on July 1 and is good
through June 30, 2010.

All dogs that reside in the
township for more than
30 days each year must be
licensed. Contact Kathy
Nelson at 439-0796 for

Visit our website at www.stillwatertownship.com




The red brick house with the distinctive tower sits on
the crest of a hill just off Twin Lake. Years ago, it was the
prized “lake house” in the Stussi family, and it is now
known as the Henry Stussi House, its description for the
Register of National Historic Places. It is one of several
National Historic sites in Stillwater
Township.

National
Historic
S i te Sr(?lp by to see the house their ancestor

Henry Stussi was born in Wisconsin in 1856 to Swiss
parents John and Anna Stussi, who had emigrated to the
United States in 1853. The family moved to Stillwater in
1867, and the house was built in the late 1870s. Henry’s
father was engaged in the milling, bakery and boarding
house businesses. In 1871, he purchased the Washington
Flour Mill, which was cofounded by John Rutherford.

Today, the house on Hwy. 96 just west
of Norell Avenue is no longer part of the
Stussi family, but descendants regularly

Henry helped his father in his businesses and also engaged
in the ice business, apparently cutting ice from Twin Lake.

When the house was nominated to the Historic Register
in 1981, it was praised as “one of Washington County’s
most distinctive rural residences.” The Stussi house is

a modification of “Design 24” from an architectural
publication of the day called Palliser and Palliser’s
American Cottage Homes. It is a two-story home with a
three-story tower.

The house is now a rental property and is owned by a New
York City family who recently lived in the house next door
to it.

Little is known of Stussi’s adult life, but the few historic
documents on file at the Washington County Historical

Society indicate that he died in 1927.
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Free electronics recycling now available for county residents

Minnesota law forbids residents from
putting TVs and computer monitors in
the trash, because they contain hazard-
ous materials. However, recycling these
items at private recyclers usually carries
a fee, and public agencies usually dont
accept them for recycling.

But Washington County recently an-
nounced a program to allow county
residents to recycle their used electronic
equipment for free.

The county is partnering with a
recycling firm to offer recycling of the
following items: computers, computer
monitors, peripherals (keyboards, mice,
speakers, etc.), printers, TVs, DVD and
VCR players, and fax machines.

Recycling is available at the following
locations and times:

CRT Processing LLC
3350 Granada Ave. N., Suite 150
Oakdale

Tuesday: noon to 5 p.m.
Thursday: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Hazardous Materials Collection Site
1900 Hadley Ave. N.

Oakdale

Tuesday: 5 to 7 p.m.

Saturday: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

For more information, visit the county
website at www.co.washington.mn.us or

call 430-6655.

Township budget and proposed levy for 2009

The proposed levy will be discussed and a 2009 levy adopted
at the Township annual meeting on March 11. The proposed
levy will be submitted to Washington County by Sept. 15,

and the final levy will be submitted to the county by Dec. 28.
The final levy can be lower, but not higher than the amounts
appearing below unless raised at the town annual meeting

2009 2008
Fund Budgeted | Other sources 2009 Fund Budgeted | Other sources 2008 levy
disbursements of revenue | proposed levy disbursements of revenue
General fund $360,100 $7,400 $352,700 General fund $355,070 $11,270 $343,800
Road/Bridge $431,553 $71,553 $360,000 Road/Bridge $351,200 $27,300 $323,900
Total $791,653 $78,953 $712,700 Total $706,270 $38,570 $667,700
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Contact us

Township meetings are free and open
to the public. Check the bulletin board
at the town hall or the website for cur-
rent agenda and meeting information.

Township Board of Supervisors
meets on the second and fourth
Thursdays of each month at 7 p.m.,
except for November and December,
when it meets only on the second

Thursday.

Planning Commission meets as
necessary on the first Thursday of each
month at 7 p.m.

Parks Committee meets as neces-
sary on the second Monday of the
month at 7 p.m.

Burning permits
Steve Nelson

(651) 439-0796
Building inspections
Jack Kramer

(651) 351-5051

Park reservations
Rick Jacobson

(612) 351-0299
Recycling information
Karen Richtman

(651) 351-9162

Animal Control
Steve Nelson

(651) 439-0796

Township Board of Supervisors
Linda Countryman (651) 351-0714
Jim Doriott (651) 439-8499

Jim Hiniker (651) 351-1867

David Johnson (651) 439-5448
Sheila-Marie Untiedt (651) 439-6476
Township Clerk

Pat Bantli (651) 439-9051

Clerk for Parks and

Planning Commmission
Kathy Schmoeckel (651) 439-6451

Township Treasurer
Carol Collins (651) 340-7600

Police Chief
Steve Nelson (651) 439-0796

Website Publisher
Bob Ranalla (612) 819-8497

Newsletter Editor
Beverly Petrie  (651) 430-9294

|Find this information plus email addresses at www.stillwatertownship.com




