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Residents, it’s time for your annual township meeting

Refreshments served, issues discussed and local historian to speak

cal government is never more
local than during an annual
township meeting. Stillwater Township

residents will get their chance to guide
the government at 7 p.m. on March 13.

The Annual Meeting is an opportunity
for residents to vote on an annual
budget and tax levy for the township
for the coming year, as well as bring

up any issues they deem important

for the elected town board members

to pursue for the following year. For
instance, during last year’s meeting, a
township resident expressed the need for
a map showing hiking trails within the
township. The map has been completed

and is reprinted in this newsletter. It’s
also available on the township website at
www.stillwatertownship.com.

Township resident Bill McDonald

will give a special presentation at the
meeting on March 13. McDonald, a
township resident since 1960 and a
former town board member, will give a
short presentation on historical aspects
of the township.

In keeping with the tradition that the
residents, not elected officials, are in
charge for this meeting, it is run by a
resident elected at the beginning of the
evening by all those present. Township
officials often give reports and are

present to answer questions by residents.
The meeting also typically features an
annual report from Police Chief Steve

Nelson.

Information on the proposed tax levy,
along with
the final
annual
budget
numbers
and an
agenda
for the
meeting
can be found on the township website
after Feb. 27.

Township officials seek input as they revise Comprehensive Plan

@ver the next few months, the township
will undergo a review and revision of its
Comprehensive Plan.

The plan covers such topics as land use, park
development, transportation and natural resources.
The state requires each township to rework its
Comprehensive Plan every 10 years and submit it
to the Metropolitan Council, which is the regional
planning agency for the seven-county metropolitan
area.

Township officials are welcoming suggestions from
residents as they sift through the plan section by section
in the coming months. They will make some changes
and post the revised sections on the township website

at www.stillwatertownship.com for comments by

residents.

Township planner Richard Thompson says the once-
a-decade review gives each township a chance to assess
current and expected growth within its boundaries,
and how the growth might require other changes. For

instance, if heavy growth is projected for the area, roads
may need to be expanded.

Thompson says the township is not projected to grow
significantly in the decade. Those parts of the township
with the densest development, south of Highway 96,
have largely been shifted over to the town of Stillwater,
and the area that remains is still mostly rural.

Some things in the plan will change. Each
Comprehensive Plan includes projections for
population growth, and those will need to be revised
for the coming decade. Also, Thompson says, the Met
Council is encouraging townships to pay attention

to new planning topics like natural resources and
water management. The Met Council has increased
the requirements for surface water management, and
it’s likely the township will be working with the local
watershed district on those issues.

According to the Met Council website, the
metropolitan area is projected to grow by 1 million
people and 470,000 households by the year 2030.



Know the rules
about storage on
your property

Township ordinances govern
what can—and can't—be
stored outdoors on your
property. For instance, boats
that are more than 25 feet in

permits will be available for
free until further notice.
Summer burning hours are

6 p.m. to 8 a.m. When the
ground is covered with at least
3 inches of snow, burning is
allowed 24 hours a day. Failure
to obtain a permit could

result in a fine. Contact Steve

Nelson at 439-0796 to get a

n the kno

permit. Also, notify

W Nelson if you plan a

recreational fire (three

length can’t be stored outside
in the township. The township
requires that boats less than

25 feet long be stored in a
resident’s back yard.

Ordinances also govern
unsightly materials in your
yard—what others might

call junk. Such items must

be stored out of sight. Call
township Police Chief Steve
Nelson at 439-0796 for advice
about what can be stored
outside on your property.

Curb your off-road
vehicles
Between April 1 and Aug.

1, off-road vehicles are not
allowed on road right-of-ways
next to township, county

and state roads. The only
exception is for vehicles being
used in farming.

Off-road vehicles are never
allowed on roads or on road
shoulders.

Burning permits

The township will be issuing
free permits for burning
buckthorn. Permits to burn
brush normally cost $15 and
require a 24-hour notice.
But because the township
wants to encourage residents
to eradicate buckthorn, the

feet by three feet), so he knows
you are not in violation of the
permit process.

Beware wild
animals

Coyotes, cougers, bears and
even a black panther have
been sighted on occasion in
the township. Keep an eye on
children and pets, don’t keep
food outside, and call Chief
Nelson if you glimpse unusual
wild animals.

Beware of scams

Chief Nelson reports that
some township residents have
reported credit card scams

or mail thefts in the past
several months. He cautions
residents never to give out a
credit card number or bank
account number to anyone
over the phone. A good

policy is to refuse to buy or
donate by telephone unless
you initiate the call. He also
advises residents never to leave
outgoing mail in a mailbox for
a carrier to pick up.

Bridle those horses

Washington County parks
officials would like to remind
horse owners that horses are
not allowed on groomed cross-
country ski trails in Pine Point

Park.

There is a winter horse trail
around the perimeter of Pine
Point that horses are allowed
on. It’s easy to recognize
because it is not groomed.

Township acquires
new equipment

The township has purchased

a 15-inch Dell laptop
computer, along with a Dell
DLP overhead projector and
an inkjet printer. The laptop
and projector will be used for
presentations during meetings.

If the town hall obtains
high-speed Internet service,
the laptop can be used for
information gathering as
needed during meetings.
The CD burner on the
machine will also be used
for capturing and archiving
information, in an effort to
cut down on paper usage.

Lost dogs

Lost township dogs are

taken to Hillcrest Animal
Hospital (484-7211). If

a dog is impounded, the
impoundment fee of $60 will
be added to daily boarding
fees. If a stray dog is found,
call Steve Nelson (439-0796).

The township does not pick

up stray cats.

Fast recycling facts

One pound of newspaper can
be recycled to make six cereal
boxes, six egg cartons or 200
sheets of writing paper.

Recycling one ton of paper
saves 17 trees from being
harvested and made into

paper.

Visit our website at www.stillwatertownship.com




Does Fido need a place to run free?

The Township Board and Park Com-
mittee want to find out how many
township residents would like to take

their dogs off leash.

If there is an interest, the township
may consider creating a dog park, fully
surrounded by a fence, where residents
could take their dogs for romps.

The proposed park would be located on
land of more than two acres that abuts
Otto Berg Park. The space is a triangu-
lar piece of land just west of the park

that is already owned by the township.
If dog owners want to use the park, they
would have to license their dogs and
purchase a permit from the township.

Residents can call a town board member
to voice their thoughts or email their
opinions on the topic by going to the
township website and clicking on the
link “Stillwater Township Dog Park?”
on the right side of the screen. Feedback
will be gathered and reported back to
township officials.

Grab your hiking boots and try out the township’s newest trail

Jim Dorriot is particularly proud of
the new trail that has been added to
Stillwater Township’s collection of
hiking trails. No wonder. The town
board member spent a great deal

of time last summer working on its
development. “It took me 11 hours
just to cut through a path to put down
stakes to mark it,” he said.

The 1,260-foot long trail meanders
through a stand of trees as it travels
from 100™ Street west to Norell Avenue
(see map on next page). The land was
acquired by the township last year as

part of a development created in the
area. After Doriott staked the path,
brush and small trees were removed to
accommodate a trail that is eight feet
in width in most areas. Crushed gravel
was put down, and the land was built
up as the path crosses Stonebridge Trail
so that hikers would not have to traipse
down into roadside ditches.

The project cost about $13,550, which
included the costs of vegetation removal
and path creation. The money came
from a special parks fund, which is
derived from fees collected whenever

there is a new housing development in
the township.

This spring, the township plans to
plant more trees along the west side

of the trail, to give hikers a feeling of
being surrounded by woods. Also in the
future, the township hopes to extend
the trail along 100™ Street to Otchipwe
Trail.

Dorriot says the easiest access to the new
trail is from 100™ Street. The trailhead
is on 100™ Street about a quarter mile
west of Otchipwe Trail.

Take care of the lakes and waterways, even when they’re frozen

It may feel like late winter, and ice-out
is still weeks away, but you can still act
now to protect the lakes and waterways
in your neighborhood. Here’s how:

Minimize salting: Salt from your

driveway can enter your local lakes and
streams, so remove snow soon after it
falls. If salt is needed, apply only as
much as necessary. The rule of thumb
is this: If you see salt residue on the
cement after it dries,

| ' 4

439-9051 by March 23.

Park reservations person needed

The township needs someone to coordinate
reservations at Otto Berg Park. This paid
position requires the person to manage
reservations for the park shelter and make
sure the area is cleaned up afterward. To
apply, contact Town Clerk Pat Bantli at

| you've used too much.

Plan for lake-friendly
landscaping: Now is the
time to peruse some plant
catalogs and get advice

on landscaping that will
nurture our waterways.
For instance, native plants
are beautiful, trendy and
stabilize the lakeshore

better than rock. Find information at
www.blue-thumb.org.

You can also design a rain garden to
plant next summer. A rain garden of
shrubs or flowers filters dirty stormwater
from streets and rooftops. Some
residents even qualify for a grant to help
install one.

For more information, contact the
Washington County Conservation
District at www.mnwcd.org, or call

(651) 275-1136.
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For a color version of this map, go to the Stillwater Township website at www.stillwatertownship.com.On the left side,
click on“Recreation Information.” Under“Expanded Trail System” click on“2006 Parks and Trails.”



Officials working on a solution to reopen the Boomsite

The Boomsite may be closed, but
it certainly hasn't been forgotten.
It was standing-room-only at

a recent meeting organized by
Stillwater Township officials to
bring together interested residents
and representatives of all the
governmental agencies that might

play in role in reopening the locally
beloved wayside on Highway 95
overlooking the St. Croix River.

The Boomsite, a National Historic
Landmark, was closed last year
when the Minnesota Department

of Transportation (MnDOT), in
a cost-cutting measure, declined
to pay the $50,000 annual

maintenance and barricaded it.

At the meeting in February

were State Sen. Ray Vandeveer

and State Rep. Matt Dean, who
have introduced bills that would
transfer responsibility for
the site from MnDOT to
the Department of Natural
Resources and provide a year
of funding to maintain it.

Both MnDOT and the
DNR were represented

at the meeting, but both
representatives said the
Boomsite is not a natural fit for
their agencies. Still, they pledged to
keep the conversation going until a
solution could be found.

Among the other organizations
participating in the discussion are
Washington County, the National

Park Service, the St. Croix River
Association, the Washington
County Historical Society, Friends
of Washington County, and

the Parks and Trails Council of
Minnesota. Also attending were
Sen. Kathy Saltzman, of Woodbury,
and Rep. Bob Dettmar, of Forest
Lake.

Stillwater Town Board member
David Johnson said he is
confident that with so many
organizations participating in

the discussion a solution will be
found, and the Boomsite will be
reopened. Collaboration between
governmental entities—none of
which alone may be able to afford
the $50,000—may be the key.
For instance, supervision could be
handled collaboratively between
Washington County, the township,
and possibly the city of Stillwater.

Follow these hints to make your recycling more effective

Stillwater Township residents recycled
more than 333,500 tons of material
in 2006. That’s the good news. The
bad news is that the figure is down 5.7
percent from the previous year, the
first time recycling has taken a trend
downward.

Township recycling coordinator Karen
Richtman says our recycling trend

can rebound with just a few simple
adjustments to our recycling habits.

Be sure to recycle paper. About 20
percent of the paper found in the
garbage could be recycled. You can
recycle newspaper, office paper, junk
mail, magazines, paper shopping
bags, boxboard from packaging, and
cardboard.

Cardboard must be clean and may
be put in or under your recycling bin.
Any cardboard that doesn't fit in the

bin should be bundled with twine and

placed near the recycling bin.

15 tons of incorrect items are placed in
our township’s recycling each year. You
can recycle steel and aluminum cans,
plastic bottles with necks, newspapers,
office paper, cardboard, boxboard (no
freezer or refrigerator boxes), and glass
bottles and jars.

Shredded paper can be recycled

by dumping it into a paper bag and
stapling it shut.

Make sure the items you put in
recycling belong there. Currently, about

Watch for these upcoming recycling events...........

Household Hazardous Waste collection
May 19 — 9 a.m. to 3 p.m — Lily Lake Ice Arena.
Bring your hazardous materials for drop-off. Materials accepted include
paint, cleaners and chemicals. Free.

Computers for Schools
May 19 — 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. — Lily Lake Ice Arena.
Computers are collected and reburbished for schools. Free

Heavy Metal Day
June 2 — 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. — Stillwater Township Town Hall.
Recycle scrap metal, computers, televisions and old appliances. Fees

charged.
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Contact us

Township meetings are free and open
to the public. Check the bulletin board
at the town hall or the website for cur-
rent agenda and meeting information.

Township Board of Supervisors
meets on the second and fourth
Thursdays of each month at 7 p.m.,
except for November and December,
when it meets only on the second

Thursday.

Planning Commission meets as
necessary on the first Thursday of each
month at 7 p.m.

Parks Committee meets as neces-
sary on the second Monday of the
month at 7 p.m.

Burning permits
Steve Nelson

(651) 439-0796
Building inspections
Jack Kramer

(651) 351-5051
Recycling information
Karen Richtman

(651) 351-9162

Animal Control
Steve Nelson

(651) 439-0796

Township Board of Supervisors
Linda Countryman (651) 351-0714
Jim Doriott (651) 439-8499

Jim Hiniker (651) 351-1867

David Johnson (651) 439-5448
Sheila-Marie Untiedt (651) 439-6476
Township Clerk

Pat Bantli (651) 439-9051

Clerk for Parks and

Planning Commmission
Kathy Schmoeckel (651) 439-6451

Township Treasurer
Gloria Sell (651) 430-1454

Police Chief
Steve Nelson (651) 439-0796

Website Publisher
Bob Ranalla (612) 819-8497

Newsletter Editor
Beverly Petrie  (651) 430-9294

|Find this information plus email addresses at www.stillwatertownship.com




