STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PARK COMMITTEE
March 13, 2023, 7:00 P.M. — Town Hall
2023 SEASON PLANNING MEETING

PRESENT: Committee Members Vanessa Barvels, Lauren Hill (Chair) and Noah Smith, Acting
Park Manager Kelly Shantz, Interim Maintenance Technician Rick Jacobson, Board Supervisor
James Riehle, and Deputy Clerk Jennifer Maes.

1. AGENDA - Approval of the Agenda M/S/P Shantz/Barvels (4 ayes). The agenda was later
amended to add: Empty Alcohol bottles found in Otto Berg Porta Potty surround.

2. MINUTES — Approval of the minutes from January 9, 2023. M/S/P Shantz/Barvels (4 ayes).

3. PARK & TRAIL CONCERNS:

Otto Berg Park/Town Hall Grounds

Sign in front of Town Hall

The sign in front of Town Hall advertises the old website address and needs to be
updated. Last year, the committee voted to remove the sign altogether, but decided it
was better to update it. CM Smith contacted Stillwater Printing and was told a metal
sign could be printed to affix over the original sign in keeping with the original style but
updating the website address for a cost of approximately $85.00. The Committee
moved to request an amount NTE $125.00 for the purchase and installation of the
updated sign. CM Smith will contact Stillwater Printing for a formal bid. M/S/P
Shantz/Barvels (4 ayes).

Dumpster at Upper Lot

The dumpster replacement request has been made and accepted by Maroney’s and will
be delivered as soon as available. In the meantime, the Committee believes the pad
underneath should be replaced as it has degraded making it difficult to roll the
dumpster in and out. IMT Jacobson spoke briefly with Engineer Mike Nielsen at the
most recent Board meeting to ask for advice. Engineer Nielsen will respond with
options soon. In the meantime, the Committee will seek bids from Miller and Schifsky
as well.

Bushes in front of Town Hall

DC Maes will contact Schifsky to ask for a re-bid and site visit to decide what
bushes/plants to install. The current consensus is Hydrangeas. Mulch will also be
installed to control weed growth.

Pavilion Rental Start Date and Cleanup Plans
The Committee has set the Pavilion Rental and Park Season to April 1 through
November 1. Due to the absence of an Asst. Park Manager, IMT Jacobson has



031323 Page |2

volunteered to remove the garbage between rentals and inspect for damages to
authorize return of deposits. Clerk Riehle has received an application for the Asst. Park
Manager position. IMT Jacobson has also volunteered to contact Mantyla to get the
water turned on at Otto Berg, and Air Fresh to deliver and service the porta potties in
Otto Berg, Little Carnelian and Arcola Heights by April 1.

Playground Certification

IMT Jacobsen has a checklist, and will be sure the Playground is certified periodically.
Upon hire of potential new Park Management, IMT Jacobson will pass the checklist
along and assist with training.

Personal Trash/Vodka Bottles

Empty vodka bottles were found stashed in the Porta Potty surround near the
playground. Since there is no personally identifiable information, the bottles were
simply added to the trash at Town Hall.

Curtis Hills Trail

There is an old barbed-wire fence along Curtis Hills Trail near Norwood. It was believed
to belong to the nearby homeowner, who was contacted requesting permission and
perhaps assistance with removal. The homeowner granted permission but did not
agree to assist. However, the homeowner would like to be informed when the work will
be completed. The fence is approximately 150 feet long with 4 strands of wire between
metal posts. The Committee will address this action item again at our April meeting
with the goal to complete the work in early May. If the work can be completed before
the Township Clean Up day, the wire could be disposed of there. Otherwise, Supervisor
Riehle believes he can dispose of it with other scrap he has. The metal posts will be
used elsewhere in the community and members of the Committee are interested in
taking some of them for personal use as well. DC Maes will put a plea for volunteers on
the website.

Arcola Heights

Tee Boxes

Last year the Committee received a bid from Schifsky to install concrete pads in the tee
boxes as these may be more durable than the current gravel fill that requires frequent
maintenance. The Board heard the request and pushed it to 2023 in hopes that prices
might settle down. The Committee also received a suggestion from former Supervisor
and Park Committee Liaison Rod Hunter that perhaps pavers would work. The
Committee discussed the possibility of sponsoring a Scout to complete the project, but
felt that the project was too time sensitive realizing that there was no guarantee that a
Scout would choose to take on the project. DC Maes will contact Schifsky to request a
re-bid, perhaps adding the dumpster pad at Otto Berg to achieve economies of scale.
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Tree Trimming

Trees that imposed a safety risk were trimmed last year by Randal Tree Service with a
secondary bid to trim more this year. The Committee will discuss this further on
upcoming tours, but believes there are more urgent needs for tree service at Otto Berg.

Little Carnelian Park

Legacy Grant

CM Smith met with the MNWCD last year to garner advice for the eradication of poison
ivy along the shoreline without damaging the water after other methods failed to yield
results. He was made aware of possible Legacy Fund grant monies that could be
available in September 2023 for shoreline conservation. CM Smith has a list of bidders
we could potentially contact. The Committee agreed to discuss further at the April
meeting.

OLD BUSINESS

Pollinator Friendly Grant Status

CM Barvels continues to pursue the Pollinator Friendly Grants. One issue is the
expectation that plantings be maintained for a number of years. The original plan was
to plant the unused triangular lot on the West side of Norell across from Town Hall.
However, Washington County is making plans to turn back Trunk Highway 96 to County
Road 96 and install a roundabout at that intersection, potentially resulting in the loss of
much of that property as well as a significant portion of Otto Berg Park. So, CM Barvels
has another plan to install plantings along the trail and shoreline of Little Carnelian.
More discussion to come.

Member Payroll Issues

Due to recent turnover issues, the process for paying Committee members was not
properly followed last year. As a result, several members were not able to be paid in
2022 for lack of W4. All members have now been paid. CM Smith refused and
continues to refuse pay for Committee participation, as he prefers to contribute on a
purely volunteer basis.

NEW BUSINESS

Schedule 2023 Park and Trail Tours
As usual, the Committee will tour each Park and Trail to determine maintenance and
improvement needs. The following is the 2023 tour schedule:
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Arcola Heights and Quarry Trail - Monday, April 24, 7 PM

Curtiss Hills Trail = Monday, May 1, 7PM

Otto Berg Park — Monday, May 8, 7PM (in lieu of regular Committee meeting)
Otchipwe Prairie Trails — Monday, May 15, 7PM

The website will be updated to include these dates and the public is welcome to attend.

Schedule Annual Township Picnic

The 2023 Annual Township Picnic is scheduled for August 13, Noon — 3PM at Otto Berg
Park.

In case of the threat of severe inclement weather, the alternate date is August 20, same
time and place.

Turn on Water and Open Porta Potties
See above under Otto Berg Park/ Pavilion Rental.

Memorial Bench bids

The Committee requested funds for a memorial bench honoring Bob Ranalla. The Board
recommended the forming of an ad-hoc committee to discuss a policy for service and
memorial awards. The Committee will put further discussions on hold until a decision
has been reached by the new Ad-Hoc Committee.

6. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT — Supervisor James Riehle reported.

7. NEXT MEETING — April 10, 2023, 7:00 P.M., Town Hall.

8. ADJOURNMENT — Meeting adjourned 8:40 P.M. M/S/P Shantz/Barvels (4 ayes).

Submitted by: Deputy Clerk, Jennifer Maes



