
STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 
TOWN HALL – MARCH 3, 2016 – 7:00 P.M. 

 
PRESENT: Chairperson Lois Cutler, Planning Commissioners Doug Galler and Rick Robbins, 
  Clerk Kathy Schmoeckel, Planner Sherri Buss and Town Board Liaison Lee Busse 
 

7:00 P.M. -  PUBLIC HEARING – SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS ORDINANCE 
 

Pursuant to notice in the Stillwater Gazette a Public Hearing was held to consider amendments to 
Chapter 1, Section 2 and Chapter 2, Part 3 of the Township’s Zoning Ordinance, to add definitions, 
permit requirements and performance standards for Solar Energy Systems.  The amendments will add 
Solar Energy Systems as a new use in the Zoning Ordinance. 
 
There was one attendee at the Hearing. 
 
There were no questions or comments. 
 
The Public Hearing was closed at 7:03 p.m. 
 
 

7:02 P.M. – REGULAR MEETING 
 

A quorum was not present to a regular meeting did not take place.  Those present, however, did discuss 
the following items. 
 
1. SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS -  Planner Sherri Buss reviewed some of the issues involved with Solar 
Energy Systems which are expected to expand dramatically nationwide.   
 
Xcel Energy is now working to permit smaller solar garden projects including 1 or 2 megawatt solar 
gardens.  These can be accommodated on sites as small as 4 to 6 acres per megawatt of production.  
The current recommendation of the Commission is to require a 25 acre minimum lot size for a solar 
garden.  The consensus was to leave the requirement at 25 acres and see what sort of application comes 
forward. 
 
With respect to communication poles which Xcel uses to monitor the electricity being generated, the 
consensus was to require a CUP and follow the rules for Wireless Communication Antennas and Towers. 
 
Another issue might be if someone wants to put a system in on a hillside which would be very visible.  
There would need to be sufficient screening. 
 
More discussion at the next meeting. 
 
2. SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE –  Washington County will be stepping back from being involved in 
many land use issues.  Some of the wording in our Subdivision Ordinance will need to be changed to 
recognize this. 
 
More discussion at the next meeting. 
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3. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT – Lee Busse reported on recent Town Board activities. 
 
The workshop ended at 8:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
Submitted by:   Kathy Schmoeckel 
  Stillwater Township Clerk 


