
STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

TOWN HALL – MARCH 3, 2011 – 7:00 P.M. 

 

PRESENT: Chairperson Rick Robbins, Planning Commissioners Lee Busse, Lois  

  Cutler, Doug Galler, Lynne Murphy, Bob Ranalla and Troy Schifsky, 

  Supervisors Matt Beane, Town Board Liaison Linda Countryman and 

  Planner Sherri Buss. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 

ACCESSORY STRUCTURES 

 

Pursuant to notice in the Stillwater Gazette a public hearing was held to consider 

amendments to Chapter 2, Section 1.2 of the Township’s Zoning Ordinance related to 

Accessory Structures.  There were no members of the public present. 

 

Chairperson Rick Robbins opened the public hearing and Planner Sherri Buss reviewed 

the proposed changes per her memorandum dated February 23, 2011 which included a 

draft ordinance. 

 

There were the following questions and comments: 

 Lois Cutler – Asked for clarification on the definition of a “temporary” structure.  

Sherri Buss reviewed the definition.   

 Linda Countryman – Suggested the wording on page 7 Section 1.2(2)(A) be 

changed to read “No accessory building or structure shall be erected or 

constructed …” 

 Bob Ranalla – How much of an issue is this in the Township?  Sherri Buss – 

Steve Nelson and Jack Kramer say they get 5 or 6 complaints a year. 

 Lee Busse – What if someone used a temporary structure to store lumber while 

building a house?  What about agricultural structures?  Some issues can be left to 

the discretion of the building inspector. 

 

The public hearing was closed at 7:20 p.m. 

 

REGULAR MEETING – 7:20 P.M. 

 

1. AGENDA – M/S/P Busse/Galler moved to adopt the agenda as written.  (7 ayes) 

 

2. MINUTES – M/S/P Galler/Cutler moved to approve the January 6, 2011 

Stillwater Township Planning Commission meeting minutes as written.  (7 ayes) 

 

3. ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT – ACCESSORY STRUCTURES – 

There was discussion as to how this would affect existing temporary structures.  This 

would only apply to new structures.  A letter should go to those who now have temporary 

structures to let them know that a new ordinance is in place which would apply to any 

new temporary structures.  There was discussion about enforcement issues. 
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M/S/P Galler/Shifsky moved to recommend approval of the Zoning Ordinance 

Amendment as written with Linda Countryman’s proposed change.  The building 

inspector, Jack Kramer, should be made aware of the changes and our discussion.  (7 

ayes) 

 

4. WOOD BURNING FURNACES – The Town Board had referred this issue to the 

Planning Commission.  Linda Countryman referred to an article in the February 8, 2011 

Pioneer Press regarding issues in Castle Rock Township with health concerns with 

outdoor wood boilers.  Some people in the township have COPD and there are hazmat 

issues.  We have no regulations on this at present and we should be prepared.  Some 

cities have banned them.  It is less typical for rural areas to ban them.  There is also an 

issue with solid waste burning which has been illegal since 1969.  The PCA told Sherri 

Buss that they do not have the resources to enforce this so that we should have our own 

ordinance.  This is a nuisance issue as well as a health problem. 

 

There was a discussion as to how much of a problem this is for the township.  What about 

personal responsibility?  Could this also apply to fireplaces?  Part of the issue is the size 

of the lot and setbacks. 

 

There should be something in the newsletter and on the website to remind people not to 

burn trash.  This can be an educational topic at a future meeting.   

 

Sherri Buss will check with Outing Lodge’s CUP to see if they have a wood burning 

boiler. 

 

5. WEBSITE/NEWSLETTER – Tonight’s information will be on the website. 

 

6. NEW BUSINESS – The annual meeting is on Tuesday, March 8
th

. 

 

7. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT – Linda Countryman and Matt Beane 

reported on recent Town Board activities. 

 

8. ADJOURNMENT – M/S/P Busse/Galler moved to adjourn the meeting.  (7 ayes) 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by: Kathy Schmoeckel 

  Planning Commission Clerk 


