
STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 
TOWN HALL – MARCH 2, 2017 – 7:00 P.M. 

 
PRESENT: Chairperson Tim Sinclair, Planning Commissioners Lois Cutler, Doug Galler, Rick 
  Robbins, Troy Schifsky and Robyn Stoller, Clerk Kathy Schmoeckel, Supervisors 
  Jackie Garofalo and Sheila-Marie Unitedt, Town Board Liaison Lee Busse and 
  Planner Sherri Buss 
 
1. AGENDA – M/S/P Galler/Cutler moved to adopt the agenda as written.  (6 ayes) 
 
1. MINUTES – M/S/P Stoller/Galler moved to approve the February 2, 2017 Stillwater Township 
Planning Commission Public Hearing and Regular Meeting minutes as written.  (6 ayes) 
 
3. COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE – 

 Land Use Chapter –  
o Open Space Development – The Township could consider holding the easement for 

open space in this type of development.  Planner Sherri Buss distributed a 
memorandum discussing the pros and cons of this type of development.  There was 
discussion of Township costs associated with maintenance and monitoring open spaces 
along with liability issues.  Also, is this in keeping with our overall philosophy?  The open 
space was intended to preserve areas of historic, cultural and scenic significance and 
this has not always been the case.  An active and involved Homeowners’ Association is 
important.  There was discussion of using a CUP with open space development which 
would allow us to set conditions including requiring HOA’s to cover costs involved with 
maintenance.  Another possible plus for this type of development is that there is less 
bituminous surface.   
M/S/P Galler/Stoller moved to recommend keeping Open Space Development as an 
option in the Comprehensive Plan and to review the Township’s current ordinance with 
respect to bonuses, lot siting (performance standards) and monitoring issues and to 
allow the Township to hold the easement for the open space. (6 ayes) 

 Accessory Housing Units – There was discussion about allowing an accessory housing unit on a 
parcel.  They would not be able to be sold separately.  People would also have the option of 
adding on to their main residence rather than having a separate structure.  Lois Cutler reminded 
us that our Township does not permit multi-family structures. 
M/S/P Stoller/Cutler moved to recommend leaving the option of accessory structures out of the 
Comprehensive Plan.  (5 ayes, Schifsky , nay) 

 Historic and Cultural Resources – This chapter was reviewed and the consensus was to leave as 
it is except for minor typographical changes. 

 Solar and Aggregate Resources – This chapter was reviewed and the consensus was to leave it as 
it is. 

 Water Resources – More discussion at the next meeting. 
 
4. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT – Lee Busse reported on recent Town Board activities. 
 
5. ADJOURNMENT – M/S/P Cutler/Galler moved to adjourn the meeting.  (6 ayes) 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
Submitted by: Kathy Schmoeckel 
  Stillwater Township Clerk 


