
STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PLANING COMMISSION 
TOWN HALL – MARCH 1, 2018 – 7:00 P.M. 

 
PRESENT: Chairperson Robyn Stoller, Planning Commissioners Robert Geisen, Kimberly 
  Johnson, Alan Robbins-Fenger, Tim Sinclair and Troy Schifsky, Clerk Kathy 
  Schmoeckel, Supervisor Sheila-Marie Untiedt, Town Board Liaison Lee Busse 
  and Planner Sherri Buss 
 
1. AGENDA – M/S/P Geisen/Robbins-Fenger moved to adopt the agenda as written.  (6 ayes) 
 
2. MINUTES – M/S/P Sinclair/Johnson moved to approve the February 1, 2018 Stillwater Township 
Planning Commission Meeting minutes as written.  (6 ayes) 
 
3. PERMITTED USES – The Planning Commission reviewed the section of the Zoning Ordinance 
relating to the permitted uses in each zoning district. 

 Permitted Uses – The permitted uses which do not require a permit of any kind are agriculture 
and single-family detached residential.  Should Parks and Open Spaces also be included as 
permitted uses?  Should different agriculture uses be detailed? 

 Certificate of Compliance (COC) – This is a permit that requires only administrative approval 
(Planner and/or Engineer). 

o With respect to Livestock and Livestock Operations (over 49 animal units), where did 
this number come from?  Is 49 animals too many to allow with just a COC?  The number 
of animals allowed is based on grazeable acres.  Sherri Buss will do some research to 
determine where the number comes from which may be from the PCA. 

o Home Occupations – Scandia does not require a permit for home occupations since they 
found that only about 10% of home occupations actually have a permit.  The permit 
does allow the Township some recourse if problems arise.  However, if there are 
complaints, it would need to be addressed in any case.  There will be more discussion as 
to whether a permit is needed. 

o Day Care Facilities – How many children would still be considered a home occupation?  
When would a CUP be required?  What are the licensing standards? 

o Seasonal Agriculture Business – Since we do not charge a fee for seasonal agriculture 
business, should that be listed as a permitted use?  The COC allows us to regulate 
signage and traffic. 

 Conditional Use Permit (CUP)  -  
o Residential Townhouse Development – We should have a definition.  This could be part 

of an Open Space Development or a Planned Unit Development with a common septic 
system and should be moved to that section of the ordinance. 

o Livestock and Livestock Operations (over 49 animal units) – Again, check where this 
number came from. 

o Solar Panels – We consider this an accessory use.  Sherri Buss will provide Scandia’s 
ordinance for further discussion. 

o Wireless Communication Facility – This applies to new towers over 35 feet. 

 Interim Use Permit (IUP) – These are for aggregate mining and for commercial kennels.  
Termination of the use is specified in the permit, such as change in ownership of the property. 

 
Other discussion included whether we should add a list of accessory uses for each district, such as 
garages, fences or swimming pools, which require a building permit.   
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The Commission recommended that the language in the Shoreland Ordinance that specifies that home 
occupations and accessory apartments must comply with the performance standards in the Zoning 
Ordinance should be added to the lists in Chapter 2, Section 1 of the Zoning Ordinance. 
 
At the next meeting, there will be further discussion of Permitted Uses and begin the discussion on 
Open Space Development. 
 
4. COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE – Sherri Buss summarized a letter that the Township received 
from the Metropolitan Council stating that the Township’s plan has met all requirements and is 
complete for review.  The Council staff expects the Community Development Committee to recommend 
approval of the Plan at their meeting on March 19, and the full Council to approve the plan on March 28.  
Township representatives are welcome to attend the Metro Council meetings.  Subsequent adoption by 
the Town Board will be after that date, including possible changes suggested by the Metro Council. 
 
4. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT - Lee Busse reported on recent Town Board activities. 
 
5. ADJOURNMENT – M/S/P Schifsky/Geisen moved to adjourn the meeting.  (6 ayes) 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by: Kathy Schmoeckel 
  Stillwater Township Clerk 


