
 

 

 
STILLWATER TOWN BOARD MEETING 

February 27, 2020                                 Town Hall                                 7:00 P.M. 

 

PRESENT:   Chairperson Sheila-Marie Untiedt, Supervisors Rod Hunter, Tim Sinclair, 
Bonnie Haines and Mike McMahon, Clerk Kathy Schmoeckel and Planner 

Merritt Clapp-Smith 

 

 
 

7:00 P.M. – Public Hearing – Raleigh/Miller IUP/CUP Renewal 

 

Pursuant to notice in the Stillwater Gazette and to surrounding property owners, a 
public hearing was held to consider a request from MJ Raleigh Trucking and Miller 

Excavating to renew their Interim Use Permit and Annual Operating Permit for a mining 

operation at 15250 100th Street North, Stillwater, Minnesota.  Made a part of the record 

are the names and addresses (65) of attendees at the hearing. 

 
Chair Sheila-Marie Untiedt opened the Public Hearing and reviewed the format for the 

hearing.  She introduced Planner Merritt Clapp-Smith who gave an overview of the 

application along with her recommended conditions for possible renewal. 

 
The Interim Use Permit addresses operations within the mine property and will run for 

five years.  She reviewed her staff report dated February 20, 2020. 

 

The Annual Operating Permit is an annual permit which allows the Township to review 
how the permit has been complied with in the previous year.  Planner Clapp-Smith 

highlighted concerns from the previous year which include  

 The high volume of truck trips to/from the site 

 Vibration caused by passing trucks 

 Soil and mud tracked from the pit onto local roads 
 Dust from some trucks 

 Loud banging from trucks 

 Soil erosion onto Highway 95 after two heavy rain events 

 
She reviewed her recommended conditions. 

 

There were the following comments and questions from the audience: 

 Brian Frieremuth – They have lived here over 25 years on property that adjoins the 
Raleigh mine.  The mine is getting closer and closer to his home and there is much 

more rumbling and back-up noise.  There is a new road by their fence line and 

they hear noise even with their windows closed.  He is concerned about asphalt 

leaching into the aquifer.  County Road 11 was redone a few years ago and now it 
has cracks and wear.  More needs to be done with respect to regulations and 

limiting their hours. 
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 Diane Johnson – The reports by the Planner are alarming and disturbing.  This has 

grown into an industrial operation which conflicts with our Vision Statement.  

Agreements have not been adhered to.  The number of trips has increased 
significantly.  Other expectations in the AOP have not been complied with.  She is 

concerned about contaminants requiring wells to be closed.  She recommends that 

trips be limited to 9am to 4pm and that there be no recycling. 

 Richard Schubert – His family has been here for 100 years and he has been here for 
about 50 years.  We all need sand and he appreciates that there is a hauler in the 

Township to provide that.  He referred to comments from the Washington County 

information meeting where most people are looking for increased regulations and 

more monitoring with respect to what goes into the pit.  The rural township 
atmosphere we all love is changing.  He has seen a large increase in the size of 

their operation since 2015.  The Township has the right to make any laws we 

want.  The AOP should go back to the 2015 or 2010 level of trips. 

 Jean Smith – 100th Street runs on the other side of her property.  She has been to 
all meetings on this subject and is frustrated that we cannot legally do something.  

What can we do to get more control?  Sheila-Marie Untiedt – Since this is an 

existing grandfathered use, we can only give guidelines.  Richard Schubert – The 

use has changed.  Untiedt – They are still doing the same kind of use. 

 Dave Junker – He is on the City Council and he represents downtown.  The number 
one complaint he has received is about the number of truck.  They have set up 

police stations on the north end of downtown to monitor speeds.  For a number of 

years, he received no calls on this.  He has great respect for this business for 

them personally. 
 Janna Albertson – She has been coming to these meetings since 2013.  They live 

about 20 feet from the road and this has been going on for years.  She does not 

understand the grandfathered issue.  They are taxpaying citizens.  One business 

controls them all.  They are entitled to something for their taxes.  If we shorten 
the hours, they will still have the same number of trips. 

 Jan Hayne – She lives directly adjacent to the pit.  Every year they have come 

closer to her property line.  He dogs bark consistently from 7:00 in the morning 

and she feels vibrations in her feet.  Her well is the closest to the pit and she is 

unsure how this will impact the value of her home.  There has been increase in 
dust and dirt which are health concerns.  She sees this as a different operation 

since Miller started. 

 Bret Coen – He has been here for 56 years.  The economy is going well and people 

need materials.  With respect to water, where does the salt on the roads go?  
What is the big deal here? 

 Peggy Hanson – The last stretch of road used to be her favorite part of her day but 

that is no longer true.  The last section of road has changed with truck traffic 

which is not appropriate for a rural road.  This is a negative impact on our 
community.  This business seems more important than the rest of our community.  

How can we enforce the conditions?  Mike McMahon – Minnesota Law says we can 

ultimately phase out grandfathered uses. 

 Diane Johnson – If something is deemed a public nuisance, then there is a legal 
recourse. 

 Margaret Doyle – Since we cannot enforce the number of trips per day, who can?  

What recourse do we have?  Ann Pung- Terwedo – The roads around the pit are 
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county roads and are truck routes which are designed to accommodate truck 

traffic.  Doyle – Who has the authority to take action if the numbers are not being 

adhered to?  Why are there numbers in the permit if they are not enforced? 
 Dean Sather – A class actions suit should be considered. 

 Gary Kriesel – The County will consider this on March 24th at 7:00 p.m.  The 

Township can be more restrictive than the County.  Our county roads are built to 

accommodate truck traffic.  Pung-Terwedo – We can check with our traffic 
engineer.  Kriesel – All comments from the open house will be made available to 

their planning commission before their meeting. 

 Lisa Hanson – Is there any discussion of some kind of legislative action?  Are the 

County, City and Township talking to one another?  Untiedt – Yes.  Pung-Terwedo 
– We got input from the informational meeting.  They have been working on a 

plan that is consistent with County and Township regulations.  Clapp-Smith – She 

cited the Minnesota Legislative Aggregate Resources Task Force.  Untiedt – There 

is tension between the need for the materials and the impact it has on the 
community. 

 Kim Gibson – Does the rating on Stonebridge relate to the volume and weight of 

truck traffic?  Pung-Terwedo – Yes. 

 Josh Hanson – Raleighs have been part of the community for a long time.  There 

has been a fundamental shift in the use of the property since 2015.  How do we 
get back to that point?  We are not hearing good answers. 

 Barry Dayton – He lives about one half mile west of the pit.  Does this operation 

provide revenue to the Township?  Untiedt – There is a gravel tax to the County of 

which we receive a portion. 
 Zachary Meyer – This is a good example of an organization that has good 

accounting, but there is a failure to hold them accountable.    We need more 

accountability.  Stonebridge is rippled. 

 Kent Johnson – How many other pits are there in the County.  Many have closed.  
This puts more pressure on the Raleigh pit.  If we limit the hours, then projects 

will take longer to complete.  Where will the material come from? 

 Richard Schubert – Gary Kreisel said that the Township can be more restrictive than 

the County.  He wants the pit to stay open, but it has changed.  Some trucks have 

dolly wheels which are not being used and they are in violation.   
 Bob Clift – When does this come to an end?  Will the pit continue to expand since 

there is no regulation that is enforceable?  Mike Raleigh – The land hasn’t 

changed.  When the material is gone, it’s gone.  Clift – Is there an estimate?  

Steve St. Claire – They estimate a 30 year reserve, but it depends on volume.  
They anticipate the use in 2020 to be less than in 2019.  They try to schedule 

contract work with their own work.  McMahon – Every year the line has been that 

they plan to get back to the guidelines.  Zachary Meyer – The weather doesn’t 

seem to matter since we have seen increased traffic constantly.  Why not approve 
only a one year permit and review the numbers after one year? 

 Peggy Hanson – A CUP is in effect as long as the conditions are observed.  Rod 

Hunter – A CUP is what the County has. 

 Frank Countyman – He is not affected by the truck traffic personally.  The 
population in the state of Minnesota, the County and the 7 county metro area is 

increasing.  The Metropolitan Council has mandated increasing all of the work.  

The numbers are based on past performance and we cannot anticipate future use.   
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 Mary DeSchane – The market does have the capacity to handle the population 

growth.  They are not being held accountable to limits.  We all share these roads 

and they are steep and curvy with blind driveways.  It is unreasonable that this 
community is given the answer that we cannot do anything.  At what level is there 

too much traffic?   

 Duane Burmeister – He has been here for 50 years.  The trucks don’t bother him.  

They run a good operation and they need to stay in business.  They are a class 
operation.   

 Mitch Reiners – The Raleighs do a good job, but he has a problem with the change 

in operation.  Miller has a pit in Baytown.  Why have they moved here?  The pit in 

May does not allow outside operators. 
 Jan Hayne – This has been the busiest winter they have ever had.  St. Claire – It 

has been a mild winter and they are doing projects within the pit to get ready for 

next year.  Hayne – This is part of the change that makes it difficult. 

 Barbara Medinger – She has lived there over 40 years.  This has grown out of 
control.  They are accelerating through their gear changes.  She is also concerned 

about public safety.  Please help us. 

 Bernie Zeruhn – He echoes the earlier comments, but balance is important.  Anyone 

who lives on Otchipwe uses Stonebridge for their route.  It is a dangerous road.  

They use it multiple times a day and all of the trucks make it very dangerous.   
 Carson Schifsky – How often is the guideline for trips increased?  Untiedt – They are 

reviewed annually.  Clapp-Smith – It hadn’t been raised for a number of years but 

last year it was raised to be closer to the actual amount.  Schifsky – How were the 

guidelines established?  Mike Raleigh – He had spent a lot of time with Fred 
Brandt to come up guidelines which were originally set up for Stonebridge.   

 Alice Maken – She has been here for 3 years and has worked with Haines and the 

Shifskys.  She has seen massive increases and is concerned about accountability.  

What about the recycling that comes in?  Can Raleighs do anything voluntarily? 
 Scott Dunlap – He lives in Baytown and has also noticed an increase out of that pit.  

We should look for a compromise.  The traffic by his house has increased a lot.  

Stonebridge is a winding road.  They need to be reasonable and good neighbors. 

 John Kipp – He is concerned about noise, dust and traffic.  If materials are being 

brought in for recycling, is there any analysis of what it is?  Pung-Terwedo- That is 
part of the County permit.  Washington County Public Health will review this as 

part of their permit process. 

 Chad Junker – He has lived here for 52 years and worked for both Raleigh and 

Miller.  Their trucks are the livelihood of our community. 
 Mary Lemon – She agreed with Chad Junker.  The truck industry pays on an hourly 

rate so it is to the truckers’ advantage to go slow.  They make more money.  A lot 

of the trucks using the pit are not Raleigh or Miller trucks. 

 Chad Junker – Are they are accident reports?  Pung-Terwedo- We can review that. 
 

The public hearing was closed at 8:50 p.m.  The record will remain open for 10 days for 

written comments. 

 
8:50 p.m. – Regular Meeting 

 

1. AGENDA – M/S/P Hunter/Sinclair moved to adopt the agenda as written.  (5 ayes) 
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2. MINUTES – M/S/P Haines/McMahon moved to approve the February 13, 2020 

Stillwater Town Board Meeting minutes as written.  (5 ayes) 
 

  3. RALEIGH/MILLER AOP/IUP RENEWAL – The consensus was to table this until the 

next regular meeting on March 12 so that more information can be obtained especially 

with respect to: 
a. General Liability Insurance including environmental coverage 

b. Can we make the setbacks wider 

c. Better understanding of what Minnesota Statutes provide for aggregate mining 

d. What hours of operation should apply 
 

4. ANNUAL MEETING REPORTS – Bonnie Haines will give an update at the Annual 

Meeting regarding the Park Committee. 

 
5. LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR CSAH 15 AND TH 36 PROJECT – M/S/P Sinclair/McMahon 

moved to authorize the Chair to sign the letter of support from Stillwater Township.  (5 

ayes) 

 

6. MAILBOX REPLACEMENT POLICY – The replacement policy will remain the same 
which is similar to MN Dot’s policy. 

 

7. PLANNING COMMISSION SEMINAR – The Planning Commission will be informed 

about the seminar by GTS and will be reimbursed by the Township if they wish to 
attend. 

 

8.  WASHINGTON COUNTY HERITAGE CENTER – This is part of our budget. 

 
9. ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 
 

Clerk______________________________________ 

 

 
 

Chairperson_________________________________ 

 

 
 

Approved___________________________________ 


