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Township annual meeting scheduled for March 12
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The annual meeting of Stillwater Township will convene at 
7 p.m. on March 12 at the Town Hall. Those who attend 
will hear reports from various committees and the Township 
Police Chief, as well as discuss and approve a tax levy for 
2014.

The proposed levy of $763,297, approved by the Town Board 
in early February, represents a 2 percent increase over the 
2013 levy of $748,650. 

Township Treasurer Marsha Olson says much of the increase 
can be attributed to an effort by the board to build up funds 
for a $1 million road project that will begin in 2017. The 

board prefers to increase the levy slightly in the next few years 
rather than increasing it sharply in 2017 to cover the cost of 
the large project. 

The board also released a chart (below, left) showing how levy 
dollars are spent. The vast majority of funds are spent on road 
maintenance and repair. 

The protocol for annual meetings calls for the clerk to call the 
meeting to order, and to supervise the election of a moderator, 
chosen from residents who attend. That person will be in 
charge for the remainder of the meeting.

fund budgeted 
disburse-
ments

other 
sources of 
revenue

(increase)/ 
decrease in 
fund

proposed 
levy

general 
fund

$364,282 $16,672                    0 $347,610

road and 
bridge

$220,187 $19,500                    0 $200,687

capital road 
and bridge

   $47,335    $2,100 ($171,265) $215,000

total $631,804 $38,272 ($171,265) $763,297

fund budgeted 
disburse-
ments

other 
sources of 
revenue

(increase)/ 
decrease in 
fund

levy

general 
fund

$342,721 $11,472                  0 $331,249

road and 
bridge

$231,900 $19,500                  0 $212,400

capital road 
and bridge

$137,917    $4,100 ($71,183) $205,000

total $712,538 $35,072 $748,650

In the charts above, “other sources of revenue” may represent fee income or 
grants from other governmental agencies. Those funds decrease the amount 
that is then asked of Township residents through a tax levy. The column 
“(increase)/decrease in fund” represents money that is put aside to build up 
a fund balance for large future projects, or is drawn upon as the projects 
proceed.The “road and bridge fund” is used for current road repair and 
maintenance. The “capital road and bridge” fund is used for future road 
projects. 



Reservations now 
being taken for Otto 
Berg Park
Otto Berg Park next to the Town 
Hall is a popular place in the 
summer for family reunions, 
neighborhood picnics and other 
gatherings. It’s not too soon 
to reserve the pavilion for this 
summer.

Reservations can now be 
made online, by going 

to the website at www.
stillwatertownship.com 

and clicking on the Parks and 
Recreation tab at the left.

There is a $25 fee to reserve the Pat 
Bantli Pavilion for four hours.

Low-cost tree 
seedlings and rain 
barrels available 
This spring, the Washington 
Conservation District is selling 
low-cost rain barrels, as well as 
bundles of bare-root trees and 
shrubs for habitat and conservation 
plantings. Both rain barrels 
and trees help to reduce runoff 
pollution to local lakes, streams 
and rivers.   

Rain Barrels collect rainwater 
from your roof, which can later 
be used to water your lawn or 
garden during dry weeks. The $68 
AmeriBarrel comes in moss green 
or brown plastic with a flat back, 
removable top, and a brass spigot 
for easy hose attachment. The 
barrels hold 55 gallons of water and 
come preassembled along with a 
kit and instructions for connecting 
them to rooftop downspouts. 

Bare-root trees will include several 

species of conifers, hardwood trees 
and shrubs, which come in bundles 
of 25 for $33.50. A special bird 
package is also available for $50 
that includes five each of bur oak, 
white oak, black cherry, white pine, 
chokecherry and wild plum, all of 
which are known to provide habitat 
for birds. These trees can be used 
for urban and rural conservation 
purposes such as windbreaks, 
reforestation, erosion control, and 
wildlife habitat.  

Rain barrels and trees must be 
pre-ordered and 
pre-paid. Pick-up 
will be the end of 

April at the Washington County 
Fairgrounds. Download an order 
form at www.mnwcd.org. For more 
information, please call Wendy 
Griffin or Tara Kline at (651) 275-
1136.

New members 
needed for two 
Township committees
The Township needs new members 
for its Planning Commission and 
Communications Committee.

The Planning Commission 
considers development requests 
and issues within the Township 
and makes recommendations to the 
Town Board. The Communications 
Committee oversees the newsletter 
and the Township website.

For further information, contact 
Barb Riehle at Barbara.Riehle@
Stillwatertownship.com or call 
(651) 275-9484.

Calling all vendors for 
Farmers’ Market
Vendors are needed for the 
Wednesday evening Farmers’ 
Market held from mid-June to 
mid-September in the parking lot 
at the Town Hall.

Local growers who are interested in 
participating should contact Rick 
Jacobson by email at  
jacobsonrl@msn.com.

Summer burning
Summer burning rules will go 
into effect after the snow is off the 
ground. Summertime hours for 
burning will be 6 p.m. to 8 a.m.  If 
you want to burn during the day, 
you must get your permit before 
the snow is gone.

Burning permits are necessary. 
They allow residents to burn piles 
of brush, leaves, grass or untreated 
lumber, and can be obtained by 
calling (651) 439-0796. A 24-
hour advance notice for the permit 
is requested, and the fee is $15. 
Failure to get a permit will result 
in a fine. No fee is charged for 
burning piles of buckthorn.

Recreational fires do not require a 
permit and are allowed any time, 
except for rare occasions when the 
DNR imposes a total burning ban.  
Fires must be kept smaller than 
a 3-foot cube to be considered a 
recreational fire. 

Please notify the township Police 
Chief Steve Nelson at (651) 439-
0796 when you plan on having 
a recreational fire so you can be 
contacted in case of any DNR 
alerts, last minute burning bans or 
EPA air quality alerts.

Sign up for Code Red
The Code Red alert system sends 
instant messages to telephones 
or email addresses if there is an 
emergency in the area. To sign 
up to receive the alerts, go to the 
Washington County website and 
search for Code Red, or contact 
Township Police Chief Steve 
Nelson at (651) 439-0796.

Visit our website at www.stillwatertownship.com

n the knowI



County plans to create roundabout at  
intersection of Manning Avenue and Hwy. 96
Washington County officials are hoping 
that a roundabout at the intersection of 
Manning Avenue and Hwy. 96, set to 
be built next year, might help alleviate 
some of the traffic buildup problems 
during commuting times at that four-
way stop.

Roundabouts are becoming a popular 
traffic management device to regulate 
traffic in intersections that would oth-
erwise be on the threshold of needing a 
traffic signal. Roundabouts keep traffic 
moving from all directions, and they 
don’t incur the expense and upkeep of 
installing traffic lights. 

During the discussion about how to 
address traffic problems at that intersec-
tion, county officials considered a traffic 
light, but that would have necessitated 
the construction of extra turn lanes in 
order to make traffic flow properly. The 
roundabout was a more efficient, cost-
effective solution.

Corey Slagle, engineering and construc-
tion manager for Washington County, 
says the decision to create a single-lane 
roundabout at that intersection is part 

of a comprehensive approach to regulat-
ing traffic along Manning Avenue. Sev-
eral years ago, the stretch of Manning 
between Hwy. 36 and Co. Rd. 12 was 
widened to four lanes, and the intersec-
tion gained a traffic signal. 

At this point, county officials are not 
planning to widen Manning between 
Hwy. 96 and Co. Rd. 12, but they may 

undertake some road work with turn 
lanes at some of the intersections cross-
ing Manning. 

Slagle said an exact design for the 
roundabout has not yet been prepared, 

but he said it will be a basic round-
about, without dedicated right turn 
lanes that allow motorists to make a 
right turn without entering the round-
about. The county already has several of 
these basic roundabouts, on Co. Rd. 18 
in Lakeland. 

The project calls for repaving the road, 
creating the roundabout, and adding 
a bicycle lane on the east side of Man-
ning. Slagle says road projects now often 
include bike lanes. “We like to accom-
modate all users, not just those driving 
vehicles,” he says.

The project will probably last several 
months during 2014. The plan has 
not been prepared, but Slagle said the 
county will try to minimize traffic dis-
ruptions, possibly by doing the project 
in halves, or building a bypass lane.

Manning Avenue is a county road, and 
Hwy. 96 is state road. The two entities 
are sharing the costs for the project.

There are currently about 3,500 round-
abouts in the United States, many of 
them created in the last 20 years. 

For the third year, Stillwater Township will sponsor an 
Easter Egg hunt for its littlest residents. This year’s rain-or-
shine hunt will be held on Saturday, March 30 at 11 a.m. in 
Otto Berg Park next to the Town Hall.

The park will be sectioned off by age group, providing 
sections for pre-kindergarten, kindergarten to 2nd grade, 
and 3rd to 6th grade. The event is open to children ages 12 
years old or younger. It is limited to Township residents or 
their family members.

Residents should plan to bring their own egg baskets or 
containers for their children.

Anyone interested in volunteering to help with the 
event should contact Barb Riehle at Barbara.Riehle@
Stillwatertownship.com or call (651) 275-9484.

The Township’s Parks Committee is grateful to Yonna’s 
Hallmark in Stillwater for donating supplies for the event.

The Easter Egg Hunt is on

sample drawing of roundabout



Township Board of Supervisors
Fred Brandt (651) 491-8486
Linda Countryman  (651) 351-0714
Jim Hiniker  (651) 351-1867
David Johnson  (651) 439-5448
Sheila-Marie Untiedt  (651) 439-6476

Clerk for Board and Planning 
Commission
Kathy Schmoeckel  (651) 439-6451

Clerk for Parks and  
Communications Committee
Barbara Riehle  (651) 275-9484

Township Treasurer
Marsha Olson (651) 275-9178

Police Chief
Steve Nelson   (651) 439-0796

Website Publisher
Bob Ranalla  (612) 819-8497  

Newsletter Editor
Beverly Petrie   (651) 430-9294

Township meetings are free and open 
to the public. Check the bulletin board 
at the town hall or the website for cur-
rent agenda and meeting information.

Township Board of Supervisors meets 
as necessary on the second and fourth 
Thursdays of each month at 7 p.m., except 
for November and December, when meet-
ings are held on the second Thursday.

Planning Commission meets as neces-
sary on the first Thursday of each month 
at 7 p.m.

Parks Committee meets as necessary on 
the second Monday of the month at  
7 p.m.

Communications Committee meets 
three times annually. Check website or 
bulletin board for dates and times.

Find this information plus email addresses at www.stillwatertownship.com

Burning permits
Steve Nelson
(651) 439-0796

Building inspections
Jack Kramer 
(651) 351-5051

Park reservations
Rick Jacobson
(651) 351-0299

Animal Control
Steve Nelson
(651) 439-0796

Meetings If you need..... Contact us

Stillwater Township
13636 90th St. N.
Stillwater, MN 55082
www.stillwatertownship.com
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