
STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 
TOWN HALL – FEBRUARY 2, 2017 – 7:00 p.m. 

 
PRESENT: Chairperson Rick Robbins, Planning Commissioners Lois Cutler, Doug Galler, Kimberly 
  Johnson, Tim Sinclair and Robyn Stoller, Supervisors David Johnson and Sheila-Marie 
  Untiedt and Town Board Liaison Lee Busse and Planner Sherri Buss. 
 

7:00 P.M. – PUBLIC HEARING –  
REPEALING OUTDOOR WOOD-BURNING FURNACES/BOILERS 

 
Pursuant to notice in the Stillwater Gazette a Public Hearing was held to consider an Ordinance 
repealing Section 2.16 of Chapter Two Part 3 of the Township’s Zoning Ordinance and Ordinance 171 
that permit Outdoor Wood-burning Furnaces/Boilers.  Made a part of the record are the names and 
addresses of attendees (2) at the hearing. 
 
Chairperson Rick Robbins opened the Public Hearing and asked Planner Sherri Buss to give an overview 
of the issues.  Our current ordinance was adopted in 2012 and since then MPCA has found that these 
systems are responsible for more pollution than originally expected.  The MPCA has recommended a 
new model ordinance with more stringent requirements and they also recommend a nuisance 
ordinance be passed.  There have not been any requests for these systems in the Township for the last 
several years.  Those who currently have the systems can continue, but they cannot replace them. 
 
David Johnson provided more background.  He suggested that these would work on very large parcels 
where there can be a significant setback from neighbors.  We are aware of three systems in the 
Township at this time of which we have had complaints about two. 
 
The Public Hearing was closed at 7:10 p.m. 
 

7:10 p.m. – REGULAR MEETING 
 
1. AGENDA – M/S/P Galler/Sinclair moved to adopt the agenda as written.  (6 ayes) 
 
2. MINUTES – M/S/P Robbins/Galler moved to approve the November 3, 2016 Stillwater Township 
Planning Commission Meeting minutes as written.  (5 ayes, Johnson abstain) 
 
3. OUTDOOR WOOD-BURNING FURNACES/BOILERS – There was discussion of what would happen 
to these systems if the property is sold – the permit goes with the property and therefore it would stay 
the same with the same provisions about updating/replacing them.  There are new ones coming out are 
very efficient and may be less polluting – the Haines have a new model but still there are complaints.  
This can be revisited in the future if the technology improves significantly.  How do we contact those 
who have these systems to make them aware of any changes to the ordinance? 
 
M/S Galler/Sinclair moved to repeal the current ordinance and develop new ordinances following the 
MPCA model ordinances.  (aye Galler,Sinclair, nay Robbins, Cutler, Johnson, Stoller).  Motion fails. 
 
M/S/P Stoller/Johnson moved to recommend adoption of the proposed ordinance repealing the Wood-
burning Furnaces/Boilers including the grandfather provision with the understanding that this can be 
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addressed again in the future if new technology comes along.  (aye Robbins, Stoller, Johnson, Cutler, nay 
Sinclair, abstain Galler)  Motion passes. 
 
The Town Board will discuss this at their next meeting. 
 
4. OPEN SPACE DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE – Sherri Buss reviewed the concept of Open Space 
Development and some of the requirements it entails.  A problem has been finding an entity that would 
hold the easement for the open space.  The Township may be willing to hold the open space, but it 
would require monitoring by the Township.  The success of this type of development depends on the 
viability of the homeowners’ association.  The Planning Commission will table this and discuss further at 
the next meeting. 
 
5. COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT – LAND USE CHAPTER – Sherri Buss reviewed the 
proposed Land Use Chapter of the Comprehensive Plan amendment.  Almost the entire Township is in 
the Agriculture District with a 10 acre density.  There are some overlay districts.  There will be more 
discussion at the next meeting.  Also next month will include a discussion of the historic chapter. 
 
6. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT – Lee Busse reported on recent Town Board activities. 
 
7. ADJOURNMENT – M/S/P Galler/Sinclain moved to adjourn the meeting.  (6 ayes) 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by: Kathy Schmoeckel 
  Stillwater Township Clerk 


