
STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 
TOWN HALL – JANUARY 7, 2016 – 7:00 P.M. 

 
PRESENT: Chairperson Lois Cutler, Planning Commissioners Ben Prchal, Rick Robbins, Tim 
  Sinclair and Troy Schifsky, Clerk Kathy Schmoeckel, Town Board Liaison Lee Busse 
  and Planner Sherri Buss 
 
1. AGENDA – M/S/P Prchal/Sinclair moved to adopt the agenda as written.  (5 ayes) 
 
2. MINUTES – M/S/P Robbins/Sinclair moved to approve the December 3, 2015 Stillwater 
Township Planning Commission Public Hearing minutes as written.  (5 ayes) 
 
M/S/P Robbins/Prchal moved to approve the December 3, 2015 Stillwater Township Planning 
Commission Regular Meeting minutes as written.  (5 ayes) 
 
3. SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS – Solar gardens and solar farms have been a topic of interest in 
Washington County.  Several municipalities have put ordinances in place and Stillwater Township would 
like to do likewise in case there is a request for one.  Washington County has no ordinance on solar 
systems. 
 
Sherri Buss had provided a draft ordinance which was reviewed and the following comments were 
made: 
With respect to residential solar systems - 

 Page 3 (3.a.) leave as it is which is the same restrictions as for accessory structures 

 Page 4 (3.e.) the height should be limited to 15 feet 
 
With respect to solar farms and solar gardens – 

 Page 4 ((2)1. And 2.) the permits are appropriate 

 Page 7 (5.b.) the minimum parcel should be 25 acres 

 Page 7 (5.d.) there should be a requirement of more setback 

 Page 8 (5.f.) maximum height should be 15 feet 

 Page 8(5.g.) there should be a buffer which can be defined in the CUP 

 Page 6(4.e.)  the Township can require a natural resource assessment if deemed appropriate 
(for example for an environmentally sensitive area) 

 
Sherri Buss will make the changes discussed and a public hearing will be held at the next Planning 
Commission meeting. 
 
4. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT – Lee Busse reported on recent Town Board activities. 
 
5. ADJOURNMENT – M/S/P Schifsky/Prchal moved to adjourn the meeting.  (5 ayes) 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
 
Submitted by: Kathy Schmoeckel 
  Stillwater Township Clerk 


