STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PARK COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
June 1, 2026
Stillwater Township Town Hall (13636 90" St) - 7:00 PM

Committee Member Present
Chairperson Jackie Sevdy
Vanessa Barvels

Lauren Hill (absent)

Coby Sevdy

Debra Valley

Others Present

Danielle Herrick, Deputy Clerk

Kim Reich, Park Manager

Josh Riehle, Assistant Park Manager

Jim Riehle, Supervisor (Town Board Park Liaison)

Call to Order
Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairperson Jackie Sevdy.

Agenda
Motion made by Coby Sevdy to approve the agenda as drafted. Seconded by Vanessa
Barvels.

Motion: Coby Sevdy / Second: Deb Valley / Vote: Motion carried unanimously
Approval of Minutes

Motion made by Coby Sevdy to approve the May 4, 2026 meeting minutes. Seconded by
Vanessa Barvels.

Motion: Coby Sevdy / Second: Vanessa Barvels / Vote: Motion carried unanimously

Park & Trail Concerns and Tour Follow Up

Arcola Heights Park / Quarry Trail

Park Manager Reich reported that she and volunteer Bruce Leasure cut down buckthorn
and sumac growing in the northwest corner of the park. Miller picked up the debris pile.
Park Manager Reich will contact STS to coordinate removal of remaining buckthorn and
sumac along that corridor, noting the process will take multiple visits over time.

A report of suspicious activity was received at the end of May detailing abandoned
cigarette papers found near the park entrance and have since been cleaned up.
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Curtiss Hills and Otchipwe Prairie Trail

Trail medallions have been added along the trail and at connections to Stonebridge. A
few additional medallions still need to be installed. The trail is in good condition.

Little Carnelian

Landbridge conducted a walkthrough as part of their final grant year at the park. During
the visit, the team observed that the originally designated prairie restoration area is
naturally transitioning to awoodland environment, with thriving native woodland species
emerging on their own. Rather than work against this progression, the plan will be
adjusted to support woodland development. Landbridge will return for additional garlic
mustard pulls, as new growth appeared shortly after the Park Committee Garlic Pull
walkthrough. Most plantings are doing better than expected, and remaining grant funds
will be redirected from new plant purchases toward other park work. Park Manager Reich
will ensure staff are notified when Landbridge is scheduled on-site.

Park Manager Reich reported that the porta-potty floor had come loose. She placed a
service call to LRS and a technician will be dispatched to stabilize the unit.

114th Street Trail

Park Manager Reich spoke with the neighboring landowner, Jeff Wick, regarding saplings
planted close to the trail. He acknowledged the issue but does not wish to remove them
himself, and indicated he would not object if they were mowed down. He has a
background in landscaping and expressed interest in the Park Committee. The
landowner also requested that Miller avoid tilling the gravel along his property frontage,
as he treats it with herbicide and prefers it undisturbed.

Otto Berg Park / Town Hall

Park Manager Reich flagged trees requiring removal and obtained a quote from 1-2-Tree.
The quote is $7,100 for removal of six ash trees and one oak limb behind the Town Hall.
She will propose to the Township Board that the committee consolidate to a single tree
service provider for one to two years, as multiple quotes have become difficult to obtain
when other companies are unwilling to invest time quoting if the same vendor is
consistently selected. Additionally, the pavilion has small holes in the roof near the
widow’s peak and Park Manager Reich will look into repair options.

Volleyball Court Sand: Miller added sand to the volleyball court and stated it was the
same type as before. However, it does not match the original material and community
members have complained it is too gritty and contains pebbles. Because the pit is now
full, additional sand cannot be added without overflow into the surrounding grass.
Options discussed included sifting the existing sand with a wheeled sifter (approximate
purchase cost $765). The Committee agreed to hold off and monitor for complaints
before taking further action. If sand is replaced in the future, actual volleyball sand
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should be sourced rather than washed masonry sand.

The basketball court on the sport court was repaired and shifted back into place by Sport
Court.

Three park reservations are currently scheduled for June.

Spring Recycle/Cleanup Day Debrief: Seven dumpsters were filled at this year’s event,
though mattress volume was lower than prior years. The committee agreed that future
event communications should clearly state that items over 100 pounds must be self-
loaded or will not be accepted. Cleanup day banners have been removed from the park.

Fence/Saplings: Committee raised the question of responsibility for saplings growing
into the fence along the park boundary. The Committee discussed that the Township
likely has maintenance jurisdiction up to the fence line. The matter will be monitored to
ensure saplings do not damage the fence as they grow.

New Business

Oaths of Office

Deputy Clerk Herrick advised the committee that recently passed Township Ordinance #202
establishing the Park Committee as an official committee also requires all committee and
commission members to take an oath of office. Deputy Clerk Herrick administered the oath
to all members present, who affirmed the oath in turn. The signed oaths will be placed in
each Committee members file.

Annual Town Picnic Planning - August 16, 2026

Deputy Clerk Herrick led preliminary planning for the 2026 Annual Picnic, scheduled for
August 16 from 12:00-3:00 PM. The previously approved budget of approximately $2,300
accounts for two bounce house units at the same price as last year, pending vendor
confirmation.

Entertainment and Vendors: The Committee agreed to rebook the Winsome Hollow String
Band as the preferred musical act, with the St. Croix Boomer Band retained as a backup.
Deputy Clerk willask Committee Member Lauren Hill to coordinate the band contact as she
managed that relationship last year and Bob Aiken with Master Gardeners. The same face
painter from 2025 will be rebooked by Park Manager Reich. Deputy Clerk Herrick will request
CSO Caroon coordinate the Sheriff’s Office and fire department attendance.

Additional Tables: The 2026 picnic will include a Washington County comprehensive plan
feedback table and a Township communications table aimed at increasing newsletter and
social media enrollment. Township staff and commission and committee members will
manage these.
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Park and Trail Brochure: The Committee discussed creating a simple printed park and trail
map brochure for distribution at the picnic, as residents frequently ask where the parks are
located and some parks are not findable on Google Maps. Deputy Clerk Herrick will prepare
a draft for Committee review at the July meeting.

Equipment: Park Manager Reich will order tents (approximately 20x10 and 10x10) in
advance to allow time for shipping. The Township-gifted freezer needs to be tested before
the event. Propane tank levels will be confirmed at the July meeting. Food quantities and
supply details will be finalized at the July meeting.

Old Business

Highway 5/55/96 Roundabout Landscaping Project Follow-Up

Deputy Clerk Herrick reported that Washington County confirmed the 50/50 cost-share
program covers landscaping and beautification only (trees, shrubs, grasses, lighting, and
signage), and does not extend to structures such as sidewalks or pavilions.

Washington County Project Manager Andrew Giesen provided preliminary concept drawings
and cost estimates for landscaping along the park boundary and roundabouts. The
Committee reviewed the blended design concept (a combination of deciduous and
coniferous trees) and agreed on modifications.

Modified Blended Design — Main (West) Corner: The Committee agreed on a modified
blended design for the main Otto Berg Park corner atthe roundabout. Modifications include:
removing the two small trees/shrubs at the corner closest to the roundabout to make room
for an Otto Berg Park sign with a banner holder underneath; retaining the two coniferous
trees closest to the road for noise and visual screening; removing the cluster of trees near
the parking lot to allow for potential future parking expansion; replacing Eastern red cedars
with Norway spruce; and removing two of the three Austrian pines in the center to reduce
overcrowding. The intent is to create a more private park setting. The estimated cost for the
modified design is approximately $15,000, reducing the Township’s estimated cost share to
approximately $7,500, versus $12,300 under the original concept.

Motion: Coby Sevdy / Second: Debra Valley / Vote: Motion carried unanimously

Mini Modified Design — East Corner: For the east corner of the park adjacent to the
roundabout, the Committee agreed to request a mini modified blended design from the
County. This location has existing mature trees. The Committee’s direction is to
complement the existing landscaping with a small number of additional trees, a park sign,
and a banner holder.

Motion: Vanessa Barvels / Second: Coby Sevdy / Vote: Motion carried unanimously



Park Committee - 06.01.2026 Page |5

Town Board Liaison Report

Supervisor Jim Riehle reported that the Township Board voted in favor of Option 1 for the
Highway 96 roundabout configuration, a standard grass/seed mix installed and maintained
by the County at no Township cost.

Next Meeting
Monday, July 6, 2026 at 7:00 PM.

Adjournment
Motion made by Debra Valley to adjourn. Seconded by Coby Sevdy.

Motion: Debra Valley | Second: Coby Sevdy | Vote: Motion carried unanimously

Meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Submitted by: Danielle Herrick, Deputy Clerk



