
STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 
April 16, 2026 

Stillwater Township Town Hall (13636 90ᵗʰ St) – 7:00 PM 
 
Commissioner’s Present 

Katie Driver, Chairperson 
Peter Howard 
Dan Loveridge 
Kate Niemann 
Carrie Rolstad 
Jack Soukup 
Robyn Stoller 
Steve Valley 
 
Commissioners Absent 

Frank Countryman 
 
Staff Present 

CJ Sycks, Planner (TKDA) 
Barbara Riehle, Clerk 
Danielle Herrick, Deputy Clerk 
Alan Robbins-Fenger, Town Board Supervisor Liaison 
Jim Riehle, Town Board Supervisor 
Mike McMahon, Town Board Supervisor 
Mark Caroon, Community Service Officer 
 
Meeting call to order by Chairperson Driver at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Agenda Approval 
 
Motion by Member Loveridge to approve the agenda as written. Seconded by Member 
Rolstad. 
 
Motion: Dan Loveridge / Second: Carrie Rolstad / Vote: Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes 
 
Approve March 5, 2026, Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 
 
Motion by Member Stoller to approve the minutes with one correction. The name “Stroller” 
in the Minor Subdivision planner report should read “Stoller.” Seconded by Member Soukup. 
 
Motion: Robin Stoller / Second: Jack Soukup / Vote: Motion carried unanimously. 
Open Forum 
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No members of the public were present. No public comments were received. 
 
Planner Report 
 
Ordinance 89 – ATV/UTV Regulation Update 
 
Planner Sycks presented an updated draft of Ordinance 89 governing off-road vehicle (ORV) 
use in the Township, incorporating direction from the March 2026 meeting. Key changes 
include: ATVs are prohibited on Township roads, rights-of-way, shoulders, or ditches, with 
the exception of Township and County staff and contractors; language was updated to 
include electric-powered vehicles in addition to internal combustion engines; UTVs may be 
operated only on Township roadways, driven on the extreme right-hand side of the road, and 
are prohibited from ditches, sidewalks, and trails not designated for UTV use; and operation 
is restricted to the period between sunrise and sunset. Violations may result in permit 
revocation or, in serious cases, a misdemeanor charge. 
 
Under Minnesota Statute §169.045, the Township is required to create a permit process if it 
wishes to authorize UTV use on Township roads. Permits will be tied to both a vehicle and its 
listed operators. Applicants must hold a valid driver’s license, provide proof of state vehicle 
registration, and show completion of the DNR safety certification. Permits may be valid for 
up to three calendar years and may be revoked for ordinance violations, lapsed licensure, 
or unsafe operation. The Town Board will designate the Clerk or Community Service Officer 
as the permit administrator. 
 
Community Service Officer Caroon provided input on enforcement considerations, noting 
that aligning the Township ordinance as closely as possible with state statute and 
Washington County ordinance simplifies enforcement for deputies. 
 
The Commission agreed to expand the ordinance to include golf carts and other special-use 
vehicles under state statute, subject to the same permitting and operating requirements. 
The ordinance title will be updated to reflect “special vehicles.” The revised draft will 
proceed to legal review before a public hearing is scheduled. 
 
Motion by Member Stoller to recommend approval of the draft ordinance as revised, to 
include golf carts and other special-use vehicles consistent with state statute, and to direct 
staff to update the ordinance title accordingly, with the draft to proceed to legal review prior 
to scheduling a public hearing. Seconded by Member Valley. 
 
Motion: Robin Stoller / Second: Steve Valley / Vote: Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
Comprehensive Plan 2050 – Priorities and Opportunities 
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Planner Sycks noted this was the Commission’s first substantive working session on the 
2050 Comprehensive Plan update. The Town Board has not yet approved the TKDA planning 
services proposal, so the project schedule remains to be finalized. This meeting proceeded 
under the current contract. 
 
Planner Sycks presented priority themes from the January joint meeting conducted with the 
Town Board, Planning Commission, Park Committee, and Communications Committee. 
The leading themes, in order of frequency, were: preserving rural character (including views, 
vistas, and rural residential character); parks, trails, and recreational connectivity; parks 
and open space investment; and environmental sustainability, including water resources 
and natural diversity. The Commission discussed the importance of supplementing these 
results with broader resident input and identified outreach strategies including neighbor 
conversations, a table at the Township’s annual summer picnic, the Township newsletter 
and website, and the Township’s Facebook page. The comprehensive plan webpage will be 
updated throughout the process to serve as a central resource for residents. 
 
Commissioners were asked to review the goals and policies sections of the 2040 
Comprehensive Plan before the next meeting, noting which goals remain relevant, which 
need updating, and what may be missing. The next working session will focus on land use 
and housing. Ideas should be routed through the Clerk to avoid open meeting law concerns. 
 
Other Business 
 
No additional items were raised. 
 
Town Board Liaison Report 
 
Supervisor Robbins-Fenger reported that the Town Board passed and signed new 
ordinances governing the Planning Commission and other advisory committees, reflecting 
updates to chair election language, term structure, and related provisions discussed at the 
March meeting. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Motion by Member Soukup to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Member Rolstad. 
 
Motion: Jack Soukup / Second: Carrie Rolstad / Vote: Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:53 p.m. 

 
Next Meeting: To be determined. 
 
 
 
Submitted by: Clerk Barbara Riehle 


