
STILLWATER TOWNSHIP COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
September 16, 2025 

Stillwater Township Town Hall (13636 90th St) -- 7:00 PM 

Committee Members Present 

Coby Sevdy, Chairperson 
Vanessa Barvels 
Anne-Marie Hendrickson 

Others Present 

Kimberly Cole, Newsletter Editor 
Anna Buehler, Supervisor/Board Liaison  
Barbara Riehle, Town Clerk 
Danielle Herrick, Deputy Clerk  

Agenda Approval 

Chairperson Sevdy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Deputy Clerk Herrick proposed 
minor amendments to remove a duplication under the website section. 

Motion made by Anne-Marie Hendrickson to approve the agenda as amended. Seconded by 
Vanessa Barvels. 

Motion: Anne-Marie Hendrickson 
Second: Vanessa Barvels 
Vote: Motion carried unanimously 

Approval of Minutes 

Motion made by Vanessa Barvels to approve the May 20, 2025 meeting minutes. Seconded 
by Anne-Marie Hendrickson. 

Motion: Vanessa Barvels 
Second: Anne-Marie Hendrickson 
Vote: Motion carried unanimously 

Newsletter 

Winter 2025 Newsletter Topics 

The following content was discussed for the winter newsletter: 

• Winter Safety Tips/Bear Awareness – Newsletter Editor Cole will reach out to CSO 
Mark Caroon for safety content and bear awareness tips referencing DNR resources. 



• Crime Prevention/Safety Updates – Include information about CSO vacation 
checks and general safety reminders following summer burglary reports. 

• Dumping Prevention/Information – Residents raised concerns over illegal dumping 
at the corner of Stonebridge Trail and Penfield Avenue at the September 11 Township 
Board meeting. Committee discussed educational content addressing proper 
disposal methods and legal upcycling options. Newsletter Editor Cole will revise draft 
content and include appropriate stock photos. 

• Dog Barking/Public Nuisance – Committee discussed noise ordinance 
enforcement. Newsletter Editor Cole will update article with proper complaint 
procedures and public nuisance ordinance citations. 

• Township Picnic Recap – Deputy Clerk Herrick will provide Park Manager Reich's 
notes from the August 17, 2025 picnic for inclusion. 

• Recycling Insert – Content from Washington County coordinators will include 
Halloween costume swap information. 

• Planning Commission Vacancy – Newsletter Editor Cole will add information about 
two vacant positions and increased time commitment for 2050 Comprehensive Plan 
work. 

• Additional Items – Include information about Comcast ribbon-cutting event and 
Township Board approval of free burn permits once three inches of sustainable snow 
cover is established. 

Website 

• Design/Content Issues – Town Clerk Riehle reported nearing end of contract with 
Catalis website management company. Renewal costs are expected to be 
significantly higher. Committee workshop tabled pending contract resolution. 

• Community Photo Canvas – No responses received to previous newsletter request. 
Committee members will continue to ask network if interest exists 

• Website Administrator Training – Tabled pending Township Board decisions on 
contract and staffing. 

Other/New Business 

• 2026 Newsletter Communication Plan – Committee confirmed continuing current 
schedule: printed February newsletter before annual meeting, digital newsletters in 



July and October. Discussed resident survey to determine communication 
preferences, to be included in February printed newsletter. 

• Recognition/Memorial Policy Ad-Hoc Committee – Supervisor Mike McMahon is 
liaison. No residents have volunteered to participate. No movement on developing 
recognition policies for former employees and board members. 

• Communication Committee Workshop Approval/Budget Update – Interest 
confirmed for website training but tabled pending budget and contract decisions. 

• Event Signage – Newsletter Editor Cole will request grant funding for reusable event 
signage after no signs were posted for cleanup day. 

• Website/Social Media Management – Newsletter Editor Cole stated she currently 
has sole access to township social media accounts. She will coordinate with staff on 
appropriate arrangement. 

• Survey Communication Preferences for Residents – Committee discussed the 
option and feasibility of surveying residents about preferred communication 
channels. Discussion included adding survey questions in February printed 
newsletter as most cost-effective approach. 

Next Meeting 

The next Communications Committee meeting is scheduled for January 20, 2026 at 7:00 
p.m. 

Adjournment 

Motion made by Anne-Marie Hendrickson to adjourn. Seconded by Vanessa Barvels. 

Motion: Anne-Marie Hendrickson 
Second: Vanessa Barvels 
Vote: Motion carried unanimously 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 

Submitted by: Danielle Herrick, Deputy Clerk 


