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SLAUGHTER AVENUE RIGHT-OF-WAY AND VACATED PENN STREET ROADWAY EASEMENT – NEXT STEPS 
 
In July, the Board discussed inquiries regarding the possibilities and the future of the Slaughter Avenue right-of-
way and the roadway easement, where Penn Street once was. With multiple properties affected and confusion 
amongst residents and board members, the Board indicated that they would like to resolve the concerns 
regarding 9255 and 9111 Stonebridge Trail, and 14420 94th Avenue following the first two.  
 
The Board made a motion, as noted in the July 10th, 2025, draft meeting minutes, to direct the planner to consider 
next steps for this area and “create a draft report for comprehensive planning framework addressing road 
classification issues in the area, with direction to return to the Board when additional guidance is needed.” Below 
is a report on what steps could be taken to address this area and an estimated timeline. 
 
The item "Slaughter Avenue right-of-way and vacated Penn Street roadway easement – Next steps" should be 
included as a discussion item for the September 11th Town Board meeting agenda. During the discussion, staff 
will provide a history of the area, including: 

• Why these roadways were platted and why Penn Street was vacated. 

• The intention behind leaving the roadway easement in the same location as Penn Street. 

• Reasons the Township decided to leave Slaughter Avenue as is, rather than pursuing a vacation, and 
what such a process would involve. The Board should consider whether they are interested in this option. 

 
The Board should discuss encroachment agreements by considering the following questions: 

• To what extent should residents be permitted to use the Township easements, given that access through 
them is not a requirement of the Township? 

• Does the Board wish to limit access to only existing accesses, or allow access for other residents, 
possibly only when necessary? 

 
The Board should discuss the potential development of Slaughter Avenue by examining: 

• The reasons the Township might want to develop Slaughter Avenue, as well as reasons it might not want 
to do so. 

• How these reasons align with the Comprehensive Plan goals and mission, and whether this helps clarify 
the Board’s position on developing the roadway. 

• What developing the roadway would require, whether initiated by a resident, applicant, developer, or the 
Township itself, including assessments if undertaken by the Township and construction agreements and 
costs if undertaken by residents. 

• The implications of re-platting Penn Street or other nearby land to connect to Stonebridge Trail, which 
would require the Town to purchase property from at least two residents to dedicate additional right-of-
way where it was vacated. 
 

Following this discussion, the Board and staff must determine whether a formal policy is necessary. Staff will 
define the difference between ordinance and policy, explain how each function, and introduce more complex 
options such as a small area plan. 
 
If a policy is desired, staff will draft a document for staff and residents to follow when evaluating requests for 
private access through Township roadway easements, potentially outlining approval criteria or stating the Board’s 
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general positions. Currently, encroachment agreements are not regulated by ordinance and do not require formal 
Town Board approval or a public hearing, but this process could be reconsidered. 
 
The Board could continue the discussion or review a drafted policy at the October 9th Town Board meeting, 
and again at the November 13th meeting if necessary. 
 
The Board could consider referring the topic to the Planning Commission. The Commission could review the 
information at their meetings on October 2nd and/or November 6th, if desired. 
 
At the December 11th Town Board meeting, the Board could adopt the drafted policy or conclude the 
discussion. 
 
Please note that this is a general timeline if the Board wishes to pursue a formal policy. Discussions may take 
place more quickly or more slowly and meetings may be cancelled or rescheduled. 
 
If the Board wishes to make a decision on allowing access or development of these easements sooner, they may 
choose to address each request individually and move on from the broader discussion. If no policy is 
adopted/desired, holding a future discussion will still help residents, staff, and supervisors better understand the 
plans and options for this area. 
 
The impact on each neighbor should be carefully evaluated, and their input heard. While notification is not 
required, planning staff recommends maintaining open communication with residents without dismissing certain 
points of view or favoring others. 
 
Any individual request to utilize, discontinue use of, or upgrade these easements must be made directly by 
residents, as done by the residents at 9111 Stonebridge Trail. If a policy, plan, or ordinance is under 
consideration, these requests may be tabled until a formal resolution or ordinance is adopted. The attorney and 
planner will collaborate to ensure all requests are addressed appropriately and legally throughout the process. 
 

ACTION 
 
The Board should discuss the above plan and consider the following options: 

1. Discuss this area at the 8/14 Board meeting and determine a position on allowing access or development 
of these roadway easements. 

2. Direct staff to prepare materials for a Town Board meeting on September 11th, to begin a discussion. 
3. Request additional information from staff prior to hosting a discussion. 

 
 

 


