
 

 

STILLWATER TOWN BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

July 9, 2026 – 7:00 PM 
Stillwater Township Town Hall (13636 90th St.) 

 

Supervisors Present 

Chair Alan Robbins-Fenger 

Supervisor Tim Sinclair 

Supervisor Anna Buehler 
 
Supervisors Absent 
Supervisor Jim Riehle 

Supervisor Mike McMahon 

 

Others Present 

Barbara Riehle, Town Clerk 
Danielle Herrick, Deputy Clerk 
Marsha Olson, Treasurer (via Zoom) 
Mark Caroon, CSO 
Kim Reich, Park Manager 
CJ Sycks, Town Planner (TKDA) 
Rick Jacobson, Maintenance Manager 
 

Chair Robbins-Fenger called the meeting to order at 7:01pm. 
 

Agenda Approval 
 

Clerk Riehle proposed amendments to the agenda: add the Fire Report and Building 
Inspector report to the Consent Agenda; remove Engineer item 2, to be brought forward in 
August; remove the Park Committee tree contracts item; and add to Engineer item 2. 

Motion made by Supervisor Sinclair to approve the agenda as amended. Seconded by 
Supervisor Buehler. 

Motion: Tim Sinclair / Second: Anna Buehler / Vote: Motion carried unanimously 

 

Consent Agenda 

 

Items on the consent agenda: 

•  Approve the June 11, 2026 Town Board Regular Meeting Minutes with corrections clarifying 
Board direction to the Town Engineer regarding Mendel overlay section 

•  Accept monthly staff reports as submitted by CSO, Treasurer (Claims and Checks #25194-
25220 and EFT070926 ABCDEFGHI totaling $190,484.44 ($11,756.64 payroll, $178,727.80 
claims)), Fire Department, Building Inspector, Park, and Clerk 
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•  Resolution Adopting the Stillwater Township Record Retention Schedule 

Motion made by Supervisor Buehler to approve the consent agenda as amended. Seconded 
by Supervisor Sinclair. 

Motion: Anna Buehler / Second: Tim Sinclair / Vote: Motion carried unanimously 

Public Forum 

 

Public Comments: 

 

Barbara Medinger (8802 Stonebridge Trail North): Addressed the Board regarding the 
upcoming comprehensive plan update process. She encouraged the Board to ensure 
Planning Commission members appointed to assist with the work have sufficient 
knowledge of the Township's history. She expressed appreciation for the current Planning 
Commission and asked the Board to consider ways to help preserve the special character 
of the Township as the comprehensive plan process moves forward. 

Engineer 

 

1. CSAH 11 (Fairy Falls Road) Project Update 
 
Vice Chair Sinclair reported that the CSAH 11 project will begin in 2028 so it does not occur 
on the same timeline as the Highway 5/55/96 roundabout project. Monthly project meetings 
are expected to resume, with the next meeting scheduled for July 28. The County is looking 
at having a booth at the Township picnic and will contact the Deputy Clerk to coordinate. 
 
2. Mendel Road – Shoulder Work 
 

Supervisor Buehler reported that, following the June meeting, Supervisor McMahon spoke 
with Miller Excavating regarding concerns about the newly installed gravel shoulder. An 
email exchange occurred between Miller and Township Engineer Maurer. Miller has raised 
concerns about ongoing maintenance impacts to the shoulder, particularly from mowing 
equipment, and suggested the Board have a broader conversation about whether gravel is 
the appropriate long-term shoulder material for the Township. 

Supervisor Robbins-Fenger reported that a resident along the Mendel Road overlay project 
raised concerns about the shoulder condition. He and Davids Atelbauers met with the 
resident on site after installation, when the class 5 aggregate shoulder mix was still soft and 
dry. Following recent rain, the shoulder has since firmed up considerably, consistent with 
the expected behavior of class 5 material once compacted by moisture and traffic. The 
resident also raised a concern about vegetation obscuring a road sign, which our road 
maintenance contract Miller Excavating will address. 

 

Planner 

1.  Ordinance No. 203 (Off-Road Vehicles) and Ordinance No. 204 (Fee Schedule 
Amendment) – Adoption 
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Planner Sycks presented final revisions to proposed Ordinance No. 203, which repeals and 
replaces Ordinance No. 89 governing all-terrain vehicles (ATVs), utility task vehicles (UTVs), 
golf carts, and mini trucks. Changes since the last meeting include: clarifying that the DNR 
safety certificate requirement applies only to individuals born after July 1, 1987, consistent 
with state statute; adding specific nighttime lighting requirements allowing operation from 
sunrise to sunset only if the vehicle is equipped with original equipment headlights, 
taillights, and rear-facing brake lights; and clarifying that a single permit may be issued to 
one operator but may cover multiple registered vehicles. 

Planner Sycks noted that the Clerk's office has prepared a two-sided reference document 
summarizing permit requirements for residents, along with a permit application form and a 
proposed vehicle sticker. The Board discussed sticker design options, including township 
name abbreviation preferences, and confirmed the sticker cost is approximately $1.75 
each. Permits are effective for three calendar years from the date of issuance through 
December 31 of the third year, regardless of when during the year the permit is obtained. 

Motion made by Supervisor Sinclair to adopt Ordinance No. 203 with the changes presented. 
Seconded by Supervisor Buehler. 

Motion: Tim Sinclair / Second: Anna Buehler / Vote: Motion carried unanimously 

Planner Sycks then presented proposed Ordinance No. 204, which repeals and replaces 
Ordinance No. 197 (fee schedule), establishing a permit fee of $15 for the first applicant and 
$5 for each additional applicant submitted at the same time. The Board discussed and 
clarified that the $15 fee applies per vehicle for the first applicant, with the $5 discount fee 
applying to each additional applicant (not per additional vehicle) when submitted together. 
Planner Sycks will finalize the fee schedule description language in coordination with 
Deputy Clerk Herrick. 

Motion made by Supervisor Buehler to approve Ordinance No. 204 with the fee schedule 
corrections discussed. Seconded by Supervisor Sinclair. 

Motion: Anna Buehler / Second: Tim Sinclair / Vote: Motion carried unanimously 

2.  Immersive Wellness Therapy Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment Request 

Planner Sycks presented a Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment request submitted June 9, 
2026 by applicant Mary Freitag, owner of 10480 Perkins Avenue North, to allow "Immersive 
Wellness Therapy" as a permitted use in the Agricultural (AG) zoning district. The applicant 
currently operates a therapy practice from her home under a home occupation Certificate 
of Compliance and is seeking to expand staffing beyond what that designation allows. 

The Planning Commission reviewed the request at a noticed public hearing on July 1, 2026, 
and recommended denial by a 6-3 vote. Following the hearing, the applicant indicated in 
writing that she would be open to the use being permitted as an Interim Use Permit (IUP) 
rather than a permitted use. Planner Sycks confirmed that because this request is a text 
amendment rather than a site-specific permit, neighboring property owners did not need to 
be notified for the July 1 hearing. Approval of the text amendment would only establish that 
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"nature immersion therapy" is an allowable use in the Township, subject to an IUP. It would 
not itself grant the applicant a permit. The applicant would still need to submit a separate, 
site-specific IUP application, which would go through its own public hearing with neighbor 
notice and could be approved, conditioned, or denied on its own merits.  

Applicant Mary Freitag addressed the Board, describing her practice as integrating licensed 
clinical mental health care with the therapeutic benefits of the natural environment, and 
stated the proposed use would require no new construction, parking, or lighting. She offered 
supporting documentation from Washington County Public Health regarding septic 
capacity and invited Board members to visit the property. 

The Board discussed the distinction between a permitted use (allowed by right) and an IUP 
(conditional, time-limited, and subject to renewal). Supervisor Robbins-Fenger stated he 
preferred sending the matter back to the Planning Commission to develop IUP-specific 
performance standards, rather than acting on the permitted-use request as submitted, 
noting the applicant's presentation provided helpful context the Commission did not have, 
and that any standards adopted should be broad enough to apply Township-wide rather 
than tailored to this property. Vice Chair Sinclair and Supervisor Buehler both expressed 
support for exploring the IUP option further. 

The Board agreed to extend the statutory 60-day review period (originally ending August 8, 
2026) to give the Planning Commission additional time to reconsider the request as an IUP. 

Motion made by Supervisor Buehler to table the discussion, extend the 60-day review 
period, and direct staff to return the request to the Planning Commission for further review 
of an Interim Use Permit option and performance standards, using the term "nature 
immersion therapy." Seconded by Supervisor Sinclair. 

Motion made by Supervisor Buehler to table the discussion, extend the 60-day review period, 
and direct staff to return the request to the Planning Commission for further review of an 
Interim Use Permit option, performance standards, and additional information (including the 
full application and Washington County septic system correspondence), using the term 
"nature immersion therapy." Seconded by Supervisor Sinclair. 

Motion: Anna Buehler / Second: Tim Sinclair / Vote: Motion carried unanimously 

Treasurer 

Treasurer Olson reported the Township had $2,364,031.15 in cash and investments. Budget 
tracking shows areas of concern in legal, planning, and road and bridge/gravel trail 
expenses. The Township received its first-half property tax distribution, which will be 
reflected in the July financial statements. 

Treasurer Olson reported that the legal (attorney) budget line is currently over budget, with 
$20,852 spent against a $13,500 annual budget, though a credit is expected in the July 
invoice. 

Supervisor Robbins-Fenger requested that going forward, any Board member needing to 
contact the Township Attorney direct the request through the Chair or Clerk Riehle, to help 
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manage attorney costs, noting the Planner and Board should retain direct access to the 
attorney as needed for application-related work. 

Supervisor Buehler requested a copy of attorney billing records/invoices from January to 
date to better understand the nature of the expenses. Treasurer Olson agreed to provide 
available invoice details. 

Park Manager 

1.  Grecian Foxglove Discussion 

Park Manager Reich reported the Township received a complaint regarding Grecian foxglove, 
a toxic invasive plant that the State of Minnesota requires be eradicated. The Minnesota 
Department of Agriculture referred the matter to the Township's local weed inspector (the 
Town Board, by statute). Three affected properties were identified, all within the same 
neighborhood on Pawnee Avenue. Park Manager Reich requested appointment as Assistant 
Weed Inspector to coordinate resident contact and next steps, and reported she is arranging 
training through the Washington Conservation District. 

Motion made by Supervisor Buehler to appoint Park Manager Reich as Assistant Weed 
Inspector and to proceed with contacting the affected residents. Seconded by Supervisor 
Sinclair. 

Motion: Anna Buehler / Second: Tim Sinclair / Vote: Motion carried unanimously 

2.  Township Picnic Banners 

Park Manager Reich requested approval to purchase new reusable banners for the Township 
picnic, to be designed without a specific date so they may be used in future years. 

Motion made by Supervisor Buehler to approve an amount not to exceed $350 for new 
banners. Seconded by Supervisor Sinclair. 

Motion: Anna Buehler / Second: Tim Sinclair / Vote: Motion carried unanimously 

3.  Trail Herbicide Spraying 

Park Manager Reich requested approval for herbicide spraying of Curtiss Hills Trail, 114th 
Street Trail, and Arcola Trail on an as-needed basis, at a cost of $1,050, with Valley Green to 
determine the most effective timing. 

Motion made by Supervisor Sinclair to approve $1,050 for Valley Green to spray the trails at 
their discretion for effectiveness. Seconded by Supervisor Buehler. 

Motion: Tim Sinclair / Second: Anna Buehler / Vote: Motion carried unanimously 

Maintenance 

Supervisor Buehler reported on behalf of Supervisor McMahon regarding the Town Hall 
building evaluation and repairs, including the eastern wall, entry ramp/stair rail 
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replacement, foundation repair near the main entrance, and a side door replacement. 
Quotes are still being gathered and will be presented for approval in August. 

CSO 

The Ragnar Relay event is scheduled for August 7-8, which isn’t expected to cause any 
issues in the Township. 

Commissions/Committees 

1.  Park Committee – Liaison Jim Riehle: No additional report. 

2.  Planning Commission – Liaison Alan Robbins-Fenger: No additional report. 

3.  Communications Committee – Liaison Anna Buehler: No additional report. 

Clerk 

1.  Town Board Supervisor Respect in the Workplace Training 

Clerk Riehle reported on a proposed respect-in-the-workplace supervisor training course 
(LMC), at a cost of $15 per user ($75 total for five Board members), to be scheduled for 
January 2027. 

2.  Town Hall Printer Replacement 

Deputy Clerk Herrick presented a request to replace the Town Hall printer, noting the current 
unit lacks double-sided scanning capability, which has hindered records management and 
paperless initiatives following adoption of the Township's record retention schedule. The 
replacement (a Brother MFC unit) is quoted at approximately $700, plus a full set of 
replacement toner cartridges. 

Motion made by Supervisor Buehler to approve the purchase of the replacement printer and 
a full set of toner cartridges, not to exceed $1,700. Seconded by Supervisor Sinclair. 

Motion: Anna Buehler / Second: Tim Sinclair / Vote: Motion carried unanimously 

3.  Elections 

a.  Resolution Governing Write-In Vote Counting 

Motion made by Supervisor Sinclair to adopt the resolution governing write-in vote 
counting. Seconded by Supervisor Buehler. 

Motion: Tim Sinclair / Second: Anna Buehler / Vote: Motion carried unanimously 

b.  Resolution Appointing Election Judges for 2026 

Clerk Riehle clarified that appointment to the slate of election judges means an individual is 
authorized to serve as an election judge if needed and would be compensated at the 
election judge rate for that service, distinct from their regular staff role. 
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Motion made by Supervisor Sinclair to adopt the resolution appointing the slate of election 
judges for the 2026 election year as listed. Seconded by Supervisor Buehler. 

Motion: Tim Sinclair / Second: Anna Buehler / Vote: Motion carried unanimously 

4.  Meeting Calendar 2027 

Clerk Riehle also raised for future consideration whether the January 2027 organizational 
meeting date could move from January 14 to January 7 because of staffing constraints, and 
whether to continue the current practice of not listing holidays on the Township's official 
meeting calendar. The Board indicated support for moving the first meeting on the year for 
2027 and continuing current practice regarding the calendar. The official proposed meeting 
calendar will be submitted for consideration in the fall. 

Meeting Notices 

1.  Planning Commission Meeting – July 15, 2026 at 7:00 PM 

2.  Town Board 2nd Meeting – July 23, 2026 – Canceled 

3.  Park Committee Meeting – August 3, 2026 at 7:00 PM 

4.  Planning Commission Meeting – August 6, 2026 at 7:00 PM 

5.  Primary Election – August 11, 2026 

6.  Town Board Meeting – August 13, 2026 at 7:00 PM 

Adjournment 

Motion made by Supervisor Buehler to adjourn. Seconded by Supervisor Sinclair. 

Motion: Anna Buehler / Second: Tim Sinclair / Vote: Motion carried unanimously 

Meeting adjourned at 9:32 p.m. 

 

Submitted, 
 

 

 

 

 

Barbara Riehle 

Town Clerk 

 Alan Robbins-Fenger 

Chairperson 

 

 


