STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PARK COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
July 6, 2026
Stillwater Township Town Hall (13636 90" St) - 7:00 PM

Committee Member Present
Chairperson Debra Valley
Vanessa Barvels

Lauren Hill

Coby Sevdy

Jackie Sevdy

Others Present

Danielle Herrick, Deputy Clerk

Kim Reich, Park Manager

Rick Jacobson, Maintenance Manager

Jim Riehle, Supervisor (Town Board Park Liaison)

Call to Order
Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairperson Debra Valley.

Agenda

Deputy Clerk Danielle Herrick requested two amendments to the agenda: adding a
discussion of an additional annual herbicide application for the trails under Park & Trail
Concerns, adding a Grecian Foxglove discussion under New Business, Motion made by
Lauren Hill to approve the agenda as amended. Seconded by Jackie Sevdy.

Motion: Lauren Hill / Second: Jackie Sevdy / Vote: Motion carried unanimously

Approval of Minutes
Motion made by Vanessa Barvels to approve the June 1, 2026 meeting minutes. Seconded
by Coby Sevdy.

Motion: Vanessa Barvels / Second: Coby Sevdy / Vote: Motion carried unanimously

Park & Trail Concerns and Tour Follow Up

Arcola Heights Park

A Sentence to Serve (STS) crew through Washington County is scheduled to come out
on July 15th around 9:00 a.m. to pull and cut back buckthorn and sumac, starting in the
area behind the porta-potty and moving west along the border. Park Manager Reich will
be on site to help direct the work when it begins.
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Quarry Trail

Herbicide Application Discussion

Park Manager Reich reported that John Raleigh recommended an additional annual
herbicide application on the trails to help prolong the life of the gravel that was added
earlier this spring. This service is already built into the township's contract with Valley
Green, which sprays on an as-needed basis. The cost is normally approximately $750
for Curtiss Hills and Quarry Trail combined; adding 114th Street would increase that
cost, with a specific quote still pending. The Committee agreed that an annual
application makes sense, as it would help the gravel last longer and reduce the need
for grading and turning of the trail surface.

Motion made by Jackie Sevdy to approve an annual herbicide application on all three
trail locations (Curtiss Hills, Quarry Trail, and 114th Street). Seconded by Coby Sevdy.

Motion: Jackie Sevdy / Second: Coby Sevdy / Vote: Motion carried unanimously

Curtiss Hills and Otchipwe Prairie Trail

Trail medallions have been added, completing the signage for these trails. A downed
oak on Curtiss Hills Trail was reported just before the 4th of July, near the border of a
neighboring property. John Raleigh planned to assess and cut it up given its size and
location.

Little Carnelian

Invasive trees near the parking lot were removed at the recommendation of the
restoration contractor. Plantings from last year are doing well, with a higher survival rate
than anticipated. Acontrolled burnis planned at the park sometime this summer to clear
larger fallen trees, and notice will be posted on the township website in advance. The
Committee requested signage be posted noting the recent controlled burn to prevent
confusion or unauthorized fires. Committee Member Lauren Hill will create and post
signs reading “Restoration in Progress.”

114th Street Trail

Park Manager Reich spoke with the neighboring landowner, Jeff Wick, regarding saplings
planted close to the trail. He acknowledged the issue but does not wish to remove them
himself, and indicated he would not object if they were mowed down. He has a
background in landscaping and expressed interest in the Park Committee. The
landowner also requested that Miller avoid tilling the gravel along his property frontage,
as he treats it with herbicide and prefers it undisturbed.

Otto Berg Park / Town Hall

Park Manager Reich reported that, at the Town Board's request, she obtained additional
quotes for ash tree removal. One Two Tree already removed a large silver maple branch
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near the playground and one behind the Town Hall. For the remaining ash trees, quotes
were received from SavATree ($5,716 for tree removal and stump grinding) and One Two
Tree ($6,300 for tree removal and stump grinding); BJ Haines never responded. Removal
is recommended prior to the annual picnic, and either company should be able to
complete the work in time.

Motion made by Coby Sevdy to approve the One Two Tree quote for ash tree removal,
continuing the Township's existing vendor relationship. Seconded by Jackie Sevdy.

Motion: Coby Sevdy / Second: Jackie Sevdy / Vote: Motion carried unanimously

Additional updates: canopies for the picnic have been ordered (a 10x20 and a 10x10) for
a total of $360, under the approved $400 budget. Saplings along the fence line were
cleared and the fence has been repaired. Park Manager Reich met with U-Line regarding
garbage can supplies. The Township will not use them as a full supplier but will continue
purchasing garbage can lids as needed. St. Croix Recreation was contacted regarding
gaps in the pavilion shelter, but they no longer supply the specific shelter model but are
working with Coverworks on a possible repair. Three rentals are scheduled at Otto Berg
Park this month, along with an impromptu mountain bike club gathering.

New Business

Oaths of Office
Deputy Clerk Herrick administered the oath of office to Committee Member Hill pursuant to
Ordinance #202. The signed oath will be placed in the Committee Members Hills file.

Tree Contracts

Park Manager Reich is working with the Town Clerk and Deputy Clerk to create a
standardized quote form so that tree service bids can be compared on an apples-to-apples
basis. The item is still in process and was not brought forward for a vote.

Grecian Foxglove

A complaint was received from a Township resident that a property on Pawnee contains a
large growth of Grecian Foxglove, a highly toxic plant on the state's eradicate list. By statute,
the Township serves as the local weed inspector and is responsible for notifying the
landowner of the legal obligation to remove it. Park Manager Reich is pursuing training with
the Washington Conservation District to become a qualified plant identifier for the
Township. The Washington Conservation District will also host an information table on
invasive species at the Town picnic. The Committee agreed the Township needs a clear
process in place for identifying and addressing reports of this kind going forward.
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Old Business
5/55/96 Landscaping Project Follow-Up

The Town Board approved the Park Committee's recommended design, with one change
substituting oak trees for the three locust trees at the recommendation of the Board Chair.
The County will send an RFQ to contractors this fall. The RFQ will go directly to the Board for
review since the Park Committee will be adjourned for the year. The Committee discussed
the design of a new park identification sign for the site, including hardware for hanging a
banner similar to existing Township signage. Deputy Clerk Herrick will obtain a quote from
Stillwater Printing, which already produces signage for the Township.

Annual Picnic Planning and Assignments

Park Manager Reich reported that face painter Sue Nance has confirmed she will return at
the same rate ($300). The bounce house company has been contacted and confirmation is
pending. For music, contact information for the Winsome Hollow String Band could not be
located, so the St. Croix Boomer Band has been booked instead and has confirmed
availability. Park Manager Reich will sign the simple contract, with a $300 honorarium due
the day of the event. A Master Gardeners/Washington Conservation District volunteer tent
is expected but pending final confirmation. New hand sanitizer will also be purchased.

Committee members made the following assignments for food and supplies:
e Hot dogs and buns: Coby and Jackie Sevdy to order from Brine's and pick up Sunday
morning (280 hot dogs and 250 buns, with buns cut from the side rather than the top)

e Corn: Deb Valley to purchase from Costa's Farm and pick up Sunday morning (3
boxes)

e |cecreamandrootbeer: Vanessa Barvels (7 gallons of ice cream; 14 two-liter bottles
of root beer)

e Chips, butter, juice, pop, water, paper plates, napkins, and utensils: Kim Reich to
purchase from Sam's Club, in addition to confirming supply inventory in storage.

e Tents and tables: Lauren Hill to bring additional 10x10 tents to supplement those
already secured for the picnic.

® Ice: each committee member to bring 2-3 bags; CSO Caroon to be asked about
providing the horse trough again.

e Propane tanks: Rick Jacobson to check and fill the grill and water heater tanks, with
the Committee agreeing to purchase a third spare tank going forward.

e Event banners: two new banners to be ordered to replace the current faded ones
(estimated $150-$160 each). Park Manager Reich will bring this forward to the Town
Board as a maintenance expense.

e Composting: Kim Cole to manage a composting station at the picnic.
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e Planning and Communications Committees: Deputy Clerk Herrick to arrange for
members from each committee to be present to discuss respective initiatives, such
as the comprehensive plan, and to increase engagement with the newsletter.

e K9 and Fire Department partners: CSO Caroon will confirm attendance of both
emergency service partners.

The Committee scheduled setup to begin at 9:00 a.m. on the day of the picnic and will hold
an additional planning meeting before the event to finalize remaining details.

Town Board Liaison Report

Supervisor Jim Riehle reported the Town Board is finalizing regulations and permitting
requirements for ATV/UTV use, with details available in the Board's agenda packet.

Next Meeting

Tuesday, August 3, 2026 at 7:00 PM

Adjournment

Motion made by Lauren Hill to adjourn. Seconded by Coby Sevdy.

Motion: Lauren Hill / Second: Coby Sevdy / Vote: Motion carried unanimously

Meeting adjourned at 8:29 p.m.

Submitted by: Danielle Herrick, Deputy Clerk



