
STILLWATER TOWNSHIP COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
May 19, 2026 

Stillwater Township Town Hall (13636 90th St) - 7:00 PM 

Committee Members Present 

Anne-Marie Hendrickson, Chairperson  
Vanessa Barvels  
Coby Sevdy 
 
Others Present 

Kimberly Cole, Newsletter Editor 
Anna Buehler, Supervisor/Board Liaison  
Danielle Herrick, Deputy Clerk  

Agenda Approval 

Chairperson Hendrickson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

Motion made by Coby Sevdy to approve the agenda. Seconded by Vanessa Barvels. 

Motion: Coby Sevdy | Second: Vanessa Barvels | Vote: Motion carried unanimously 

Oaths of Office 

Deputy Clerk Herrick administered the Oath of Office to committee members Coby Sevdy, 
Vanessa Barvels, and Anne-Marie Hendrickson, consistent with newly adopted Ordinance 
#202 and Resolution #2025-05-01 establishing the Communications Committee. Members 
signed their oath forms, which will be retained in committee member files. 

Approval of Minutes 

Motion made by Vanessa Barvels to approve the January 20, 2026 Communications 
Committee meeting minutes. Seconded by Coby Sevdy. 

Motion: Vanessa Barvels | Second: Coby Sevdy | Vote: Motion carried unanimously 

Newsletter 

The Committee discussed content and agreed to a target distribution window of June 29 – 
July 3. 

Proposed topics for the Summer 2026 newsletter include: 
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Annual Picnic: Save the date for August 16, 12:00–3:00 PM. Deputy Clerk Herrick will 
coordinate details with the newsletter editor as plans develop. 

Welcome New Committee and Commission Members: A welcome article will 
recognize Steve Valley (Planning Commission) and Deb Valley (Park Committee). The 
article will also note open volunteer seats on both the Communications Committee 
and Parks Committee. 

Elections: Supervisor Seats 1 and 2 are up for reelection. Candidate filing runs July 
14–28. The newsletter will include key election dates: Primary Election August 11, 
2026 and General Election November 3. Along with a polling place reminder, 
information on campaign sign regulations (no signs permitted within the right-of-way; 
noncommercial signs may be posted June 26–November 13), and a call for election 
judges.  

Comprehensive Plan 2050: A brief article will notify residents that the 
comprehensive plan update process is underway and direct them to the Township 
website for more information, including how to get involved through Planning 
Commission meetings and public input opportunities. 

Community Service Office Update: CSO Caroon will provide a regular update as in 
prior newsletters. 

Recycling Insert: A recycling insert will be included with the newsletter. 

Website 

Recycling Content Update: Washington County will provide updated recycling 
content to meet grant requirements. Newsletter Editor Cole will coordinate with the 
Clerk Department on timing for the update, which will refresh outdated information 
currently on the recycling page. 

Comprehensive Plan 2050 Page: A new dedicated webpage has been created for the 
Comprehensive Plan 2050 update. The page uses an accordion layout to present 
background information, ways to get involved, and supporting resources in a clean, 
user-friendly format. A timeline section will be added once the planning schedule is 
finalized. The Committee reviewed the page and provided feedback. 

Election Page: The election webpage has been updated with candidate filing 
information, key election dates, polling location details, and instructions for how to 
file. Some mobile device formatting issues were noted and will be corrected. The 
Committee discussed early voting logistics, which are handled by Washington 
County, and noted this will be clearly communicated to residents. 
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Road Maintenance Page: The Committee discussed resident interest in a more 
interactive way to track road projects. While a GIS mapping upgrade through the 
Township's website platform (Catalis) was discussed, the consensus was that it 
would likely be cost-prohibitive and that updated road information with graphics from 
the engineer would adequately meet resident needs. Staff will update the road 
maintenance section to consolidate information on a single page. The Parks and 
Trails Maps page was also flagged for improvement. Staff will work to ensure updated, 
accessible maps are linked correctly. 

Old Business 

Resident Preference Communication Survey  

The committee revisited previous efforts to increase resident enrollment in the Township 
newsletter and digital communications. Low-cost strategies were discussed, including 
promoting newsletter sign-up and the Township Facebook page at the annual picnic, 
creating QR codes for easy sign-up, and encouraging committee members to spread 
awareness among neighbors. The Committee agreed to treat this as an ongoing outreach 
effort rather than a formal survey initiative and removed the item from the standing agenda. 

Spring Cleanup/Recycling Day Recap 

Approximately 75 cars participated, a 20% increase from the prior year's 60. Roughly 30 
additional cubic yards of metal and trash were collected compared to last year. Mattress 
collection continued a downward trend, dropping from 41 to 21 units. The committee noted 
the potential to explore coordination with the City of Stillwater's curbside mattress pickup 
program to improve access for Township residents. 

Annual Meeting Recap and Acknowledgments 

The committee acknowledged the Communications Committee's presentation at the 
Annual Meeting and extended thanks to Coby Sevdy for representing the Committee. Topics 
raised at the Annual Meeting, including roads, the website, communication preferences, and 
Code Red alerts, were noted as relevant to the Committee's ongoing work. 

Town Board Liaison Report – Supervisor Anna Buehler 

Supervisor Buehler reported that the Town Board recently adopted Ordinance 202, which 
formally establishes committees within the Township, and Resolution 2026-05-01, which 
establishes the Communications Advisory Committee. The new documents codify the 
Committee's structure, membership, appointment process, officer rotation, and oath 
requirement. The Committee's existing practices are largely reflected in the new ordinance 
and resolution. 
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Next Meeting 

The next Communications Committee meeting is scheduled for September 15, 2026 at 
7:00 p.m. 

Adjournment 

Motion made by Coby Sevdy to adjourn. Seconded by Vanessa Barvels. 

Motion: Coby Sevdy | Second: Vanessa Barvels | Vote: Motion carried unanimously 

 
Meeting.adjourned.at.❹¿60.p¡m¡ 

 
Submitted by: Danielle Herrick, Deputy Clerk 

 


